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Chapter 1
Scope, legal framework, and definitions

Article 1.1
Scope

This Programme Agreement between the Financial
Mechanism Committee (hereinafter referred to as
the FMC) and the National Focal Point lays down
the rights and obligations of the Parties regarding the
implementation of the Programme and the financial
contribution from the EEA Financial Mechanism
2021-2028 to the Programme.

Article 1.2
Legal Framework

1. This Programme Agreement shall be read in
conjunction with the following documents which,
together with this Programme Agreement, constitute
the legal framework of the EEA Financial
Mechanism 2021-2028:

a) Protocol 38d to the EEA Agreement on the EEA
Financial Mechanism 2021-2028;

b) the Regulation on the implementation of the
EEA  Financial Mechanism  2021-2028
(hereinafter referred to as the “Regulation”);

c¢) the Memorandum of Understanding on the
Implementation of the EEA Financial
Mechanism 2021-2028, entered into between
the Donor States and the Beneficiary State; and

d) any guidelines adopted by the FMC in
accordance with the Regulation.

2. In case of an inconsistency between this
Programme Agreement and the Regulation, the
Regulation shall prevail.

3. The legal framework is binding for the Parties. An
act or omission by a Party to this Programme
Agreement that is incompatible with the legal
framework constitutes a breach of this Programme
Agreement by that Party.

Article 1.3
Definitions

Terms used and institutions and documents referred
to in this Programme Agreement shall be understood
in accordance with the Regulation, in particular
Article 1.6 thereof, and the legal framework referred
to in Article 1.2 of this Programme Agreement.

Article 1.4
Annexes and hierarchy of documents

1. Annexes attached hereto form an integral part of
this Programme Agreement. Any reference to this
Programme Agreement includes a reference to its
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annexes unless otherwise stated or clear from the
context.

2. The provisions of the annexes shall be interpreted
in a manner consistent with this Programme
Agreement. Should the meaning of any provision of
the said annexes, so interpreted, remain inconsistent
with this Programme Agreement, the provisions of
the annexes shall prevail, provided that these
provisions are compatible with the Regulation.

3. Commitments, statements and guarantees, explicit
as well as implicit, made in the preparation of the
programme are binding for the National Focal Point
and the Programme Operator unless otherwise
explicitly stipulated in this Programme Agreement.

Chapter 2
The Programme

Article
2.1 Co-operation

1. The Parties shall take all appropriate and
necessary measures to ensure fulfilment of the
obligations and objectives arising out of this
Programme Agreement.

2. The Parties agree to provide all information
necessary for the good functioning of this
Programme Agreement, including risk assessment
and response analysis, and to apply the principles of
implementation as set out in the Regulation.

3. The Parties shall promptly inform each other of
any circumstances that interfere or threaten to
interfere with the successful implementation of the
Programme.

4. In executing this Programme Agreement the
Parties declare to counteract corrupt practices.
Further, they declare not to accept, either directly or
indirectly, any kind of offer, gift, payments or
benefits which would or could be construed as
illegal or corrupt practice or giving rise to a conflict
of interest. The Parties shall immediately inform
each other of any indication of corruption or misuse
of resources related to this Programme Agreement.

Article 2.2
Main responsibilities of the Parties

1. The National Focal Point is responsible and
accountable for the overall management of the EEA
Financial Mechanism 2021-2028 in the Beneficiary
State and for the full and correct implementation of
this Programme Agreement. In particular, the
National Focal Point undertakes to:

a) comply with its obligations stipulated in the
Regulation and this Programme Agreement;



b) ensure that the Certifying Authority, the Audit
Authority and the Programme Operator
properly perform the tasks assigned to them in
the Regulation and this Programme Agreement;

c) take all necessary steps to ensure that the
Programme Operator is fully committed and
able to implement and manage the Programme,
including ensuring the appropriate allocation of
staff and other resources, throughout the
programme period;

d) take the necessary measures to remedy
irregularities in the implementation of the
Programme and ensure that the Programme
Operator takes appropriate measures to remedy
irregularities in projects within the Programme,
including measures to recover misspent funds;
and

e) make all the necessary and appropriate
arrangements in order to strengthen or change
the way the Programme is managed.

2. The FMC shall, subject to the rules stipulated in
the legal framework referred to in Article 1.2 of this
Programme Agreement, make available to the
Beneficiary State a financial contribution
(hereinafter referred to as “the programme grant”) to
be used exclusively to finance the eligible cost of the
Programme.

Article 2.3
Objective(s) of the Programme

1. This Programme Agreement sets out the
objective(s), outcome(s), outputs, indicators and
targets for the Programme.

2. The National Focal Point shall ensure that the
Programme Operator implements and completes the
Programme in accordance with the objective(s),
outcome(s), outputs, indicators and targets set for
the Programme.

Article 2.4
Programme grant

1. The maximum amount of the programme grant,
the programme grant rate, and the estimated eligible
cost of the Programme shall be as specified in this
Programme Agreement.

2. The programme budget annexed to this
Programme Agreement shall:

a) contain a breakdown between the Programme’s
budget headings; and

b) indicate the agreed advance payment, if any.

3. The management cost of the Programme Operator
shall not exceed the amount specified in this
Programme Agreement.
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Article 2.5
Special conditions and programme specific rules

1. This Programme Agreement shall list any
conditions set by the FMC with reference to Article
6.3.2 of the Regulation. The National Focal Point
shall ensure compliance with these conditions and
take the necessary steps to ensure their fulfilment.

2. The National Focal Point shall ensure compliance
with any other programme specific rules laid down
in this Programme Agreement.

Article 2.6
Reporting

The National Focal Point shall ensure that the
Programme Operator provides financial reports and
a Final Programme Report in accordance with
Chapter 9 and Article 6.8 of the Regulation as well
as other reporting in accordance with guidelines
adopted by the FMC.

Article 2.7
Monitoring and audits

The monitoring and audits referred to in Chapter 10
and Chapter 11 of the Regulation shall not in any
way relieve the National Focal Point or the
Programme Operator of their obligations under the
legal framework regarding monitoring of the
Programme and/or its projects, financial control and
audit.

Article 2.8
Modification of the Programme

1. Unless otherwise explicitly stipulated in this
Programme Agreement, any modification of the
Programme is subject to prior approval by the FMC.

2. Budget reallocations to and from calls and pre-
defined projects (both within the same outcome and
between outcomes) are permitted without a
modification of the Programme Agreement or prior
approval by the FMC for an amount of up to 10% of
the total allocation for each planned call or pre-
defined project.

3. Changes to the Programme which have been
agreed in their entirety through a modification of the
relevant Memorandum of Understanding do not
require a modification of the Programme
Agreement. In such cases, the Programme
Agreement shall be updated by the FMC.

4. Programme specific exceptions from paragraph 1,
if any, are set in the annexes to this Programme
Agreement.

5. Expenditures in breach of this Article are not
eligible.

6. Should there be a doubt as to whether a
modification of the Programme Agreement is



required, the National Focal Point shall consult the
FMC before such modifications take effect.

7. Requests for modifications shall be submitted and
assessed in accordance with Article 6.7 of the
Regulation.

Article 2.9
Communication

1. All communication to the FMC regarding this
Programme Agreement shall take place in English
and be directed to the Financial Mechanism Office
(hereinafter referred to as the FMO), which
represents the FMC towards the National Focal
Point and the Programme Operator in relation to the
implementation of the Programme.

2. To the extent that original documents are not
available in the English language, the documents
shall be accompanied by full and accurate
translations in English. The National Focal Point
shall bear the responsibility for the accuracy of the
translation that it provides and the possible
consequences that might arise from any inaccurate
translations.

Article 2.10
Contact information

1. The contact information of the Programme
Operator is as specified in this Programme
Agreement.

2. The contact information for the FMC and the
Financial Mechanism Office are:

Financial Mechanism Office
Att: Managing Director
EFTA House

Avenue des Arts, 19H

1000 Brussels

Telephone: +32 (0)2 286 1701
E-mail: fmo@efta.int

3. Changes of or corrections to the contact
information referred to in this Article shall be given
in writing without undue delay by the Parties to this
Programme Agreement.

Article 2.11
Representations and warranties

1. This Programme Agreement and the awarding of
the programme grant is based on information
provided by, through, or on behalf of the National
Focal Point to the FMC prior to the signing of this
Programme Agreement.

2. The National Focal Point represents and warrants
that the information provided by, through, or on
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behalf of the National Focal Point, in connection
with the implementation or conclusion of this
Programme Agreement are authentic, accurate and
complete.

Chapter 3
Projects

Article 3.1
Selection of projects and award of grants

1. The National Focal Point shall ensure that the
Programme Operator selects projects in accordance
with Chapter 7 of the Regulation and this
Programme Agreement.

2. Eligibility of Project Promoters and project
partners is stipulated in Article 7.2 of the Regulation
and, in accordance with paragraph 4 thereof, subject
only to the limitations stipulated in this Programme
Agreement.

3. Pre-defined projects shall be outlined in this
Programme Agreement.

4. The National Focal Point shall take proactive
steps to ensure that the Programme Operator
complies fully with Article 7.5.2 of the Regulation.

Article 3.2
Project contract

1. For each approved project a project contract shall
be concluded between the Programme Operator and
the Project Promoter.

2. In cases where a project contract cannot, due to
provisions in the national legislation, be made
between the Programme Operator and the Project
Promoter, the Beneficiary State may instead issue a
legislative or administrative act of similar effect and
content.

3. The content and form of the project contract shall
comply with Article 7.9 of the Regulation.

4. The National Focal Point shall ensure that the
obligations of the Project Promoter under the project
contract are valid and enforceable under the
applicable law of the Beneficiary State.

Article 3.3
Project partners and partnership agreements

1. A project may be implemented in a partnership
between the Project Promoter and project partners as
defined in point (y) of Article 1.6 of the Regulation.
If a project is implemented in such a partnership, the
Project Promoter shall sign a partnership agreement
with the project partners with the content and in the
form stipulated in Article 7.10 of the Regulation.

2. If one of the parties to the agreement is an entity
from the Donor States, the partnership agreement



shall be in English and shall be based on a template
provided by the FMC.

3. The eligibility of expenditures declared by a
project partner is subject to the same rules as would
apply if the expenditures were declared by the
Project Promoter.

4. The National Focal Point shall ensure that the
Programme Operator verifies that the partnership
agreement complies with this Article. A draft
partnership agreement or letter of intent shall be
submitted to the Programme Operator before the
signing of the project contract.

Chapter 4
Finance

Article 4.1
Eligible expenditures

1. Without prejudice to Article 8.9 of the Regulation,
eligible expenditures of this Programme are:

a) management costs of the Programme Operator
in accordance with the detailed budget in the
financial plan;

b) payments to projects within this Programme in
accordance with the Regulation, this
Programme Agreement and the project contract;
and

¢) payments to activities funded by the bilateral
funds allocated to the programme.

2. Expenditures of Project Promoters and project
partners are eligible provided that they are in
accordance with the provisions of Chapter 8 of the
Regulation and any further provisions contained in
this Programme Agreement.

3. The first date of eligibility of expenditures in
projects shall be set in the project contract in
accordance with Article 8.14 of the Regulation. The
first date of eligibility of any pre-defined project
shall be no earlier than the date of entry into force of
the Programme Agreement.

4. The maximum eligible costs of the categories
referred to in paragraph 1 are set in this Programme
Agreement. Programme specific rules on the
eligibility of expenditure set in this Programme
Agreement shall be complied with.

Article 4.2
Proof of expenditure

Costs incurred by Programme Operators, Project
Promoters and project partners shall be supported by
documentary evidence as required in Article 8.12 of
the Regulation.
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Article 4.3
Proof of conditions fulfilled for simplified cost
options

Costs of the Programme Operators, Project
Promoters and project partners that are covered by
simplified cost options shall be supported by the
proof of conditions fulfilled in accordance with
Article 8.13 of the Regulation.

Article 4.4
Payments

1. Payments to the Programme shall be made when
all relevant conditions for payments stipulated in
this Programme Agreement and the Regulation have
been fulfilled.

2. Payments to the Programme shall take the form of
an advance payment, interim payments and payment
of the final balance and shall be made in accordance
with Articles 9.2, 9.3 and 9.5 of the Regulation.

3. Payments of the project grant to the Project
Promoters may take the form of advance payments,
interim payments and payments of the final balance.
The level of advance payments and their off-set
mechanism is set in this Programme Agreement.

4. The National Focal Point shall ensure that
payments are transferred in accordance with Article
9.1.2 of the Regulation.

5. Chapter 9 of the Regulation shall apply to all
aspects related to payments, including currency
exchange rules and handling of interests on bank
accounts.

Article 4.5
Transparency and availability of documents

The National Focal Point shall ensure an audit trail
for financial contributions from the EEA Financial
Mechanism 2021-2028 to the Programme in
accordance with Article 9.8 of the Regulation.

Article 4.6
Irregularities, suspension and reimbursements

The FMC has the right to make use of the remedies
provided in the Regulation, in particular Chapter 13
thereof. The National Focal Point has a duty to take
all necessary measures to ensure that the provisions
in Chapter 12 and 13 of the Regulation regarding
irregularities, suspension of payments, financial
corrections and reimbursement are complied with.



Chapter 5
Final provisions

Article 5.1
Dispute settlement

1. The Parties waive their rights to bring any dispute
related to the Programme Agreement before any
national or international court and agree to settle
such a dispute in an amicable manner.

2. If a demand for reimbursement to the FMC is not
complied with by the Beneficiary State, or a dispute
related to a demand for reimbursement arises that
cannot be solved in accordance with paragraph 1, the
Parties may bring the dispute before Oslo Tingrett.

Article 5.2
Termination

1. The FMC may, after consultation with the
National Focal Point, terminate this Programme
Agreement if:

a) a general suspension decision according to
Article 13.6 of the Regulation or a decision to
suspend payments according to point (h) of
Article 13.1.1 of the Regulation has not been
lifted within 6 months of such a decision;

b) a suspension of payments according to Article
13.1 of the Regulation, other than under point
(h) of Article 13.1.1, has not been lifted within
one year of such a decision;

c¢) a request for reimbursement according to
Article 13.2 of the Regulation has not been
complied with within one year from such a
decision;

d) the Programme Operator becomes bankrupt, is
deemed to be insolvent, or declares that it does
not have the financial capacity to continue with
the implementation of the Programme; or

e) the Programme Operator has, in the opinion of
the FMC, been engaged in corruption, fraud or
similar activities or has not taken the
appropriate measures to detect or prevent such
activities or, if they have occurred, nullify their
effects.

2. This Programme Agreement can be terminated by
mutual agreement between the Parties.

3. Termination does not affect the right of the Parties
to make use of the dispute settlement mechanism
referred to in Article 5.1 or the right of the FMC to
make use of the remedies provided in Chapter 13 of
the Regulation.
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Article 5.3
Waiver of responsibility

1. Any appraisal of the Programme undertaken
before or after its approval by the FMC, does not in
any way diminish the responsibility of the National
Focal Point and the Programme Operator to verify
and confirm the correctness of the documents and
information forming the basis of the Programme
Agreement.

2. Nothing contained in the Programme Agreement
shall be construed as imposing upon the FMC or the
FMO any responsibility of any kind for the
supervision, execution, completion, or operation of
the Programme or its projects.

3. The FMC does not assume any risk or
responsibility whatsoever for any damages, injuries,
or other possible adverse effects caused by the
Programme or its projects including, but not limited
to inconsistencies in the planning of the Programme
or its projects, other project(s) that might affect it or
that it might affect, or public discontent. It is the full
and sole responsibility of the National Focal Point
and the Programme Operator to satisfactorily
address such issues.

4. Neither the National Focal Point, the Programme
Operator, entities involved in the implementation of
projects, nor any other party shall have recourse to
the FMC for further financial support or assistance
to the Programme in whatsoever form over and
above what has been provided for in the Programme
Agreement.

5. Neither the European Free Trade Association, its
Secretariat, including the FMO, its officials or
employees, nor the FMC, its members or alternate
members, nor the EFTA States, can be held liable for
any damages or injuries of whatever nature
sustained by the National Focal Point or the
Beneficiary State, the Programme Operator, Project
Promoters or any other third person, in connection,
be it direct or indirect, with this Programme
Agreement.

6. Nothing in this Programme Agreement shall be
construed as a waiver of diplomatic immunities and
privileges awarded to the European Free Trade
Association, its assets, officials or employees.

Article 5.4
Entry into force and duration

1. This Programme Agreement shall enter into force
on the date of the last signature of the Parties.

2. This Programme Agreement shall remain in force
until five years have elapsed after the date of the
acceptance of the Final Programme Report.
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sk gk Rdkok kKRR

This programme agreement is drawn up in two originals in the English language.

For the Financial Mechanism Committee For the National Focal Point

Signed in ....ccovvevveevreeneennnn, ON ..overeene, Signed in ....covevvierienieennnnn, o) 1 R
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Annex I to the Programme Agreement

Roles
Programme Operator: National Science Centre (NCN)

Icelandic Centre for Research
Research Council of Norway

IPO: -
Other Programme Partner(s): -

Donor Programme Partner:

Planned

Indicator Disaggregation Unit of measurement Data source Baseline Target!

PAO3 objective: Enhanced excellence in research and research-based innovation, strengthening the foundations for the green and digital transitions, democracy, rule of law,
human rights, social inclusion and resilience.

Outcome 1: Improved high quality basic research in Poland

Number of researchers supported to conduct research Cumulative number Project promoter records 0 150
Nutlnber’c?f carly stage. researchers promoted during Cumulative number Project promoter records 0 20
projects’ implementation
N f femal h i jects’ . .
. umber o emale researchiers promoted during projects Cumulative number Project promoter records 0 20
implementation
Numl?er of joint, peer-reviewed, scientific publications Cumulative number ?ro']ect promot.er records, 0 50
submitted journals, websites
Number of projects submitting joint applications for . .
further funding (EU Horizon) Cumulative number Project promoter records 0 5
Number of proj ects submitting joint applications for Cumulative number Project promoter records 0 10
further funding (other)
Output 1.1: Strengthened interdisciplinary, cross-sectoral and international research collaboration
Number of interdisciplinary project ideas developed under . .
the C&C Kick-off call Cumulative number Project promoter records 0 30
Copies of contracts

Number of partnerships between research organisations . concluded with PP, letters

Cumulative number . . . 0 10
and NGOs of intent in final project

reports

! Planned targets included in the above table represent the level of ambition at the time of Programme Agreement conclusion or following major modifications of the Programme. These targets shall not be
used to measure the level of success of the programme. Actual targets following project contracting shall be reported on annually in the Country Reports and the Final Programme Report.
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Copies of contracts

Number of partnerships between research organisations . concluded with PP, letters

o Cumulative number . . . 0 10
and public institutions of intent in final project

report
. . - T PO/Project promoter
?qufshzz projects incorporating interdisciplinary Cumulative number records (project proposals 0 15
PP recommended for funding)

Output 1.2: Enhanced capacities of female and early-stage researchers
Number of early-stage researchers in leadership roles Cumulative number Project promoter records 0 30
supported
Number of female researchers in leadership roles Cumulative number Project promoter records 0 50
supported
Number of mentor-mentee relationships established for Cumulative number Project promoter records 0 150
early-stage researchers
Output 1.3: Increased opportunities for knowledge valorisation in society
Numbe'r of res'earchers having comp let.ed trammg.s Cumulative number Project promoter records 0 150
improving their knowledge on open science practices
Numbe.r of res.earcher's h%'lvmg f:ompleted trainings Cumulative number Project promoter records 0 75
improving their valorisation skills
Number of projects with research valorisation plans . .
submitted under the C&C Follow-up call Cumulative number Project promoter records 0 15
Bilateral Outcome: Enhanced collaboration between beneficiary and donor state entities involved in the programme
Level of relevance of the partnership Scale 1-5 FMO survey N/A 4
Level of effectiveness of the partnership Scale 1-5 FMO survey N/A 4
Level of efficiency of the partnership Scale 1-5 FMO survey N/A 4
Level of added value of the partnership Scale 1-5 FMO survey N/A 4
Level of sustainability of the partnership Scale 1-5 FMO survey N/A 4
Level of involvement of the project partner in the project Scale 1-5 FMO survey N/A 4
Level of trust between partners Scale 1-5 FMO survey N/A 4
Level of overall satisfaction with the partnership Scale 1-5 FMO survey N/A 4
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Conditions

General
Not applicable
Pre-eligibility

No costs shall be eligible under pre-defined project 1 “Strengthening interdisciplinary polar research
ecosystem: enhancing excellence, building capacity and overcoming barriers” before a detailed
budget for the pre-defined project, including the role and contribution of any project partner(s), has
been agreed with the project partner(s) and submitted by the PO to the FMO and the project
description in Annex 2 has been confirmed through a modification of this Programme Agreement.

Pre-payment

Not applicable

Pre-completion

Not applicable

Post-completion

Not applicable
Eligibility of costs - period First date Final date
Eligibility of costs 24/04/2025 30/04/2032
Grant rate and co-financing
Programme eligible expenditure (€) € 71,088,235.29
Programme grant rate (%) 85.00 %
Maximum amount of Programme grant - EEA Financial Mechanism (€) € 60,500,000.00
Maximum amount of Programme grant - Norwegian Financial Mechanism (€) -
Maximum amount of Programme grant - Total (€) € 60,500,000.00
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PA Budget Heading EEA Grants Total grant Programme Programl.ne co- Programm? eligible | Grant advance
grant rate financing expenditure payment
PM Programme management | € 4,105,000.00 [ € 4,105,000.00 85.00 % €724,411.76 €4,829,411.76 € 821,000.00
€ € o
PAO3 | Outcome 1 (EEA Grants) 55.895.000.00 |  55.895.000.00 85.00 % € 9,863,823.53 € 65,758,823.53 € 2,794,750.00
pp | Dilateral funds at €500,000.00 | € 500,000.00 n/a n/a €500,000.00 | € 100,000.00
programme level
€ € o
Total 60,500,000.00 |  60,500,000.00 85.00 % | €10,588,235.29 € 71,088,235.29 | € 3,715,750.00
Retention of management costs
Retention of management costs - Percentage of the management costs 5.00 %

Retention of management costs - Planned Euro value

€241,470.59
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Basic Research

Operational rules (Annex II)

1. Programme summary

This Annex sets out the operational rules for the programme. The Programme Agreement is based on
the MoUs, the Concept Note, and comments made by the FMC. Commitments, statements and
guarantees, explicit as well as implicit, made in the Concept Note, are binding for the National Focal
Point and the Programme Operator unless otherwise explicitly stipulated in the annexes to this
Programme Agreement.

The programme objective “Enhanced excellence in research and research-based innovation,
strengthening the foundations for the green and digital transitions, democracy, rule of law, human
rights, social inclusion, and resilience” shall be attained through projects contributing to one
Outcome, “Improved high quality basic research in Poland” which will be implemented through four
calls for proposals and one pre-defined project.

Call 1 “GRIEG-Bis” shall support bilateral basic research projects. The call shall, inter alia, support
projects within the social sciences and humanities, and shall encourage interdisciplinary research.

Call 2 “Coordination and Capacity (C&C) Kick-off” shall support the creation of bilateral and
interdisciplinary consortia and preparations of applications for the LANGSPIL call.

Call 3 “LANGSPIL-INTERDISCIPLINARY” shall support interdisciplinary basic research projects.
The inclusion of the social sciences and the humanities in interdisciplinary consortia shall be
encouraged.

Call 4 “C&C Follow-up” shall provide support to the promoters and/or partners of bilateral research
projects already supported through calls 1 and 3, as well as the promoters and/or partners of the pre-
defined project, to pursue valorisation activities in the aim of increasing the societal and economic
impact of the results of the supported project. Activities may, for instance, include citizen and
stakeholder engagement, dissemination strategies and knowledge-transfer mechanisms, as well as
bilateral mentoring and training to strengthen valorisation competencies.

The pre-defined project “Strengthening interdisciplinary polar research ecosystem” aims to reinforce
the research ecosystem for polar science in Poland and to enhance bilateral as well as interdisciplinary
collaboration in this field.

Calls 1 and 3 are for Research and Innovation (R&I) projects and calls 2 and 4 for Cooperation and
Capacity (C&C) projects, as defined in Chapter 4 of the Guideline for Research and Innovation
Programmes. The Programme is dedicated to basic research and will not provide support for
innovation projects.

Calls 1 and 3 will promote early-stage researchers? and the development of their leadership skills.
Moreover, under these calls, support will be provided to female researchers, and gender equality will

2 An early-stage researcher shall be understood as a researcher which falls within profile R1 — “First Stage Researcher” or R2 —
“Recognised Researcher” as defined in Council Recommendation of 18 December 2023 on a Framework to attract and retain
research, innovation and entrepreneurial talents in Europe. Further specifications may be stipulated in the calls for proposals.
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be addressed in fields where gender disparities are prevalent. Calls 1 and 3 will also encourage
projects addressing challenges experienced as a result of the invasion of Ukraine. All R&I projects
shall address at least one of the three thematic priorities of the Grants: the green transition;
democracy, rule of law and human rights; and/or social inclusion and resilience.

2. Selection of projects

2.1  Calls and availability of funds (including number of calls, duration of calls, and estimated size):

. Available Project Minimum and maximum |Indicative launch date
Modality grant rate . .
amount (€) (%) project grant amount (€) |and duration of call
(1)
Outcome 1
Launch date:
January - September
Call 1 GRIEG-Bis €50,000,000 100% €800,000 - €1,500,000 2026;
Duration: minimum 3
months
Launch date:
gtflfll 2 C&C Kick- €150,000 100% Max. €5,000 January — June 2026;
Duration: minimum 2
months
Launch date:
Call 3
LANGSPIL- €12,000,000 |100% €800,000- €1,500,000 June — December 2026;
interdisciplinary Duration: minimum 4
months
Launch date:
Call 4 C&C €1.550,000 |100% Max. €100,000 June — December 2028;
Follow-up

Duration: minimum 2
months

Alongside call 2, the Programme Operator shall provide guidance and any necessary training on
interdisciplinary research collaboration for potential applicants for call 3.

Alongside call 4, the Programme Operator shall organise training and information sessions as
appropriate in order to enhance the understanding of potential applicants in the concept of valorisation

of research.
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The project grant rate shall in all cases be set at a level that complies with the State Aid rules in force
and takes into account all other forms of public support granted to projects. Any remaining costs of
the project shall be provided or obtained by the Project Promoter and/or Project Partner(s).

2.2 Eligible applicants and project partners:

Modality Eligible applicants Eligible partners
Any entity, public or private, commercial
or non-commercial, as well as non-
governmental organisations, established as

Call 1-GRIEG- |Research organisations? established as a 'legal person in Poland, Iceland,

. . Liechtenstein or Norway.

Bis a legal person in Poland.
Mandatory partnership with at least one
research organisation from one of the
Donor States.*

Call 2 C&C Research organisations established as No partners

Kick- off a legal person in Poland. P '
Any entity, public or private, commercial
or non-commercial, as well as non-
governmental organisations, established as

113 . . i

Ca Research organisations established as a 'legal person in Poland, Iceland,

LANGSPIL- . Liechtenstein or Norway.

. .. a legal person in Poland.

interdisciplinary
Mandatory partnership with at least one
research organisation from one of the
Donor States.

Entities established as a legal person in|Entities established in Poland, Iceland,
Call 4 C&C Poland and participating as project Liechtenstein or Norway and participating
Follow-u promoter or project partner in projects |as project promoter or project partner in
p selected under calls 1 or 3 or the pre- |projects selected under calls 1 or 3 or in the
defined project. pre-defined project.
2.3 Selection procedures:

The selection of research projects under calls 1 and 3 shall be carried out in accordance with the
selection procedure described in Chapter 12 of the Guideline for Research and Innovation
Programmes. The composition of the Selection Committee shall be agreed between the Programme

3 Research organisations, as defined in the Commission Regulation (EU) No 651/2014 of 17 June 2014 declaring certain categories
of aid compatible with the internal market in application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty.

4 For calls 1 and 3: The Research Council of Norway or the Icelandic Centre for Research shall confirm
that partners from the Donor States are considered research organisations in Norway or Iceland, respectively.
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Operator and the Donor Programme Partner. The Programme Operator and the Donor Programme
Partners shall not be voting members of the Selection Committee.

The selection of projects under calls 2 and 4 shall be carried out in accordance with the simplified
selection procedure set out in Article 7.7 of the Regulation. The selection procedure shall be specified

further in the call text.

3. Pre-defined projects

1) "Strengthening interdisciplinary polar research ecosystem: enhancing excellence, building
capacity and overcoming barriers (SPARK)"

Project Promoter:

Donor project partner(s):

Other project partner(s):

University of Silesia in Katowice

University Centre in Svalbard

Norwegian Polar Institute

Western Norway University of Applied Sciences
University of Oslo

SIOS Svalbard AS (Svalbard Integrated Arctic Earth Observing
System)

The Norwegian Institute for Nature Research (NINA)
Norwegian Water Resources and Energy Directorate (NVE)
Norwegian Institute for Water Research

Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU)
Norwegian Research Center AS (NORCE)

NORWEGIAN MAPPING AUTHORITY (NMA)
Norwegian Meteorological Institute

University of Tromsg - The Arctic University of Norway
AKVAPLAN-niva AS (AKVAPLAN-niva AS)

Norwegian University of Life Sciences (NMBU)
Agricultural University of Iceland

University of Akureyri (HA)

University of Iceland

The Blue Army of Iceland

Institute of Biochemistry and Biophysics Polish Academy of
Sciences (IBB PAS)

Institute of Oceanology, Polish Academy of Sciences (I0 PAS)
Institute of Geophysics, Polish Academy of Sciences (IG PAS)
Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan (AMU)

University of Wroctaw (UWTr)

Maria Curie-Sktodowska University in Lublin (UMCS)

Polish Geological Institute — National Research Institute (PIG)
Nicolaus Copernicus University in Torun (NCU)

Warsaw University of Technology (WUT)

Gdansk University of Technology (GUT)

Kazimierz Wielki University (UKW)

AGH University in Krakow (AGH)

University of Gdansk (UG)
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forScience Foundation
Jagiellonian University in Krakow (UJ)

Total maximum eligible costs: € 2,058,824
Project grant rate: 100.00 %
Maximum project grant amount: € 2,058,824

Estimated duration: 36 months

The project addresses the need to strengthen the research ecosystem for polar science in Poland,
especially enhancing integrated, interdisciplinary and long-term approaches. It will aim to foster joint
scientific collaboration and strengthen Poland’s participation in international polar research across a
diversity of research disciplines. Through excellence-driven activities, it will harmonize monitoring
systems, enhance data interoperability, and promote the adoption of FAIR principles. Disparities in
research capacity and barriers to career progression, especially for early-career scientists and women
will be addressed, enhancing social inclusion and gender equality in research.

The project will contribute to the Outcome “Improved high quality basic research in Poland.”
The project is structured around six work packages (WPs) and 18 activities:

WP1: Enhancing harmonisation of the observation infrastructure. The WP will strengthen and
harmonise polar observation systems through upgraded monitoring infrastructure covering geodesy,
hydrology, ecosystems, marine biodiversity and dust monitoring.

Activities:

¢ 1.1 Multipurpose GNSS-GISM reference stations in polar regions. The objective of this
activity is to enhance the ground-based GNSS (Global Navigation Satellite System)
infrastructure of continuously operating reference receivers in polar regions (Svalbard
archipelago).

¢ 1.2 Hydrological and ecological integrated observing system (HYDR-IOS). The activity
aims to establish a robust, combined hydrological and ecological observation network in
Svalbard, with a focus on vulnerable glacier-fed catchments and small lakes.

e 1.3 Long-term monitoring of marine assemblages using autonomous reef monitoring
structure (ARMS) along with state-of-the-art environmental data logging technologies.
The activity goal is to implement a robust, long-term monitoring programme for marine
assemblages, specifically hard-bottom communities in coastal ecosystems, utilising
Autonomous Reef Monitoring Structures (ARMS).

e 1.4 Monitoring of aeolian erosion and mineral dust emission based on instrumental and
biological data. The goal is to implement and validate research practices from Iceland on
Svalbard, establishing a comparable and reliable long-term monitoring system for aeolian
erosion and mineral dust emission (HLD).

WP2: Joint scientific initiatives. WP2 will support interdisciplinary pilot studies, workshops and
joint field activities addressing key Arctic challenges, including hydrology, pollution, climate change,
geospatial monitoring, geology and glaciers.

Activities:
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2.1 Hydro-biogeochemical Connectivity in rapidly changing Arctic environments -
building up a network for water science in the Arctic (ArcticHydroConnect). The aim is
to advance the scientific understanding of hydro-biogeochemical connectivity by establishing
an innovative, integrated research network.

e 2.2 Litter on the edge: developing Arctic-specific methodology for marine litter clean-
ups and analysis. The project addresses the escalating problem of plastic pollution in the
Arctic, where large amounts of marine litter accumulate even in remote areas, posing severe
threats to ecosystems and contributing to the spread of microplastics.

e 2.3 MAPIS Methane and other air pollutants in Iceland and Svalbard: energy transition
and health aspects. The activity aims to address the interconnected climate-energy-health
nexus

¢ 2.4 Geospatial technologies laboratory for monitoring of the polar environment changes
(Polar GeoLab). The primary objective is to comprehensively analyse the possibilities for
integrating various geospatial technologies to monitor rapid environmental changes and
investigate the complex, non-linear relationships between components (e.g., snow cover,
topography, vegetation).

e 2.5 VALGEOBASE III (geological workshop): linking deep earth processes with surface
energy resources and climate change. The aim is to integrate and update the current scientific
understanding of the tectono-thermal evolution of Svalbard.

e 2.6 Glacier Mass Balance Observatory Network — Svalbard, Norway, and Iceland
(GMBONSI). The activity fosters methodological harmonisation, critical comparison, and
systematic advancement of existing glacier mass balance monitoring protocols across the
Arctic, addressing data non-comparability.

WP3: Mobility and career development. WP3 will provide mobility, training, mentoring and
networking opportunities for early-career researchers, with particular support for women researchers
and international collaboration.

Activities

¢ 3.1 Mobility. A mobility programme aimed at early-stage researchers will integrate research,
education, and training, foster international collaboration, and encourage the formation of new
networks and interdisciplinary research projects, especially supporting the career progression
of young researchers and women.

e 3.2 Interdisciplinary Polar Studies Meeting. Interdisciplinary Polar Studies (IPS) is a series
of international meetings and field workshops, focused on the Arctic and Antarctic created to
support early career researchers.

WP4: Open science and FAIR data practices. WP4 will improve access to, management of and
interoperability of polar research data through new digital tools, enhanced data infrastructure and
specialised FAIR data training.

Activites
¢ 4.1 Automatic GNSS post-processing system for geolocation in polar region research. The

objective of this activity is to develop and implement an automated post-processing system for
geolocation based on GNSS observations, supporting scientific research in polar regions.
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e 4.2 Improved sharing of monitoring data in accordance with FAIR data principles. The
goal of the activity is to build, enhance, and streamline data and knowledge transfer to the
international scientific community by significantly improving the IT infrastructure and
establishing formal best practices for data handling at the Stanistaw Siedlecki Polish Polar
Station in Hornsund (Svalbard) and the Arctowski Polish Antarctic Station.

e 4.3 Data Steward School — training and workshops. Data Steward School, in cooperation
with international experts, will conduct workshops, training courses, and individual
consultations for scientists.

WPS5: Knowledge transfer and capacity building. WP5 will strengthen science-society
engagement, evidence-informed policymaking and science communication, while also developing
educational resources and outreach activities.

Activities

¢ 5.1 Fostering cooperation between polar science and society. The goal of the activity is to
foster cooperation between science and society and interaction between the social sciences
and humanities (SSH) and the natural and technical sciences (STEM).

e 5.2 Supporting evidence-based policymaking. Recognising the growing importance of
translating scientific knowledge into actionable insights for public policy, capacity of
researchers will be built to engage effectively in evidence-informed policymaking processes.

e 5.3 Arranging educational resources and training for teachers. Over many years of
international collaboration, Polish polar research teams have generated a wealth of educational
resources inspired by their scientific work. These educational outputs will be recovered,
organised, and curated to ensure their long-term accessibility.

WPG6: Project promotion and communication activities and management. WP6 will ensure
effective project coordination, partner cooperation, communication and dissemination of results to
scientific, policy and public audiences.

Under Activity 3.1 “Mobility”, the University of Silesia (USiL), SIOS and the University of Akureyri
may re-grant a part of the budget share available for this activity to early-stage researchers from

respectively Poland, Norway or Iceland.11 The maximum amount available for re-granting is 215,000

euro, and is divided as follows: 150,000 euro for the University of Silesia, 50,000 euro for SIOS and
15,000 euro for University of Akureyri.

The University of Silesia, SIOS and the University of Akureyri may organise re-granting calls in
Poland, Norway, and Iceland, respectively. A call committee shall be established for each re-granting
process. Each call committee shall adopt the rules governing the re-granting, including the conditions
and rules of procedure, in accordance with the terms stipulated in the Programme Agreement. The
maximum re-granting amount shall not exceed 10,000 euro.

Each entity will independently select the members of the call committee, ensuring alignment with the
programme’s objectives, required expertise, and the principles of transparency, integrity, and due
diligence to uphold the highest ethical standards. In Poland, the call committee members will be
selected from the Polish Polar Consortium members.

Except for the selection of individuals (Article 5.6.1(c) of the Regulation), the Programme Operator
shall remain responsible for all funds re-granted and, in relation to them, perform all tasks listed in
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Article 5.6 of the Regulation on the Implementation of the EEA Financial Mechanism 2021-

2028. The Programme Operator shall ensure that any re-

granting complies with the applicable national law. Re-granted funds shall be incurred by the
beneficiaries of such grants in accordance with Chapter 8 of the Regulation. The rules on selection of
projects included in Chapter 7 of the Regulation shall apply to the re-granting process.

[1] Early-stage researchers as defined in footnote 2 of this Programme Agreement.

4. Bilateral relations

The bilateral fund will strengthen bilateral cooperation at the project level by supporting activities
such as application preparation and capacity building for project implementation and communication.
It may also contribute to strengthening the Polish research ecosystem, through bilateral collaboration
on topics such as research administration, knowledge valorisation and increased participation in the
EU Framework Programme for Research and Innovation.

Further initiatives under the funds for bilateral relations at programme level may be agreed by the
Cooperation Committee.

The National Centre for Research and Development (NCBR) shall participate as an observer in the
Cooperation Committee.

The Programme Operator and the Donor Programme Partners will agree on the rules and procedures
applicable to the Cooperation Committee.

5. Programme management and financial parameters

5.1  Special rules on eligibility of costs:

e Costs for the purchase of land and/or real estate shall not be eligible.
e Programme management costs shall take the form of eligible expenditure actually
incurred, except for indirect costs, for which a flat rate of up to 15% of eligible direct staff

costs shall apply, in accordance with Article 8.5.1 (b) of the Regulation.

¢ Eligible cost of Donor project partners shall not exceed approximately 40% of the total
eligible costs of each project.

e The call for proposals may include a limit on the maximum value of equipment that can be
purchased within projects.
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5.2 Programme administrative structures:

The Cooperation Committee shall decide in consensus on how the programme shall be evaluated,
taking into consideration the particularities of research and innovation programmes. These decisions
may include, but are not limited to, the methodology of the evaluations and the criteria for selecting
independent experts or entities.

By derogation from section 15.3 of the Guideline for Research and Innovation Programmes, and in
line with the Article 34.5 of the Law on the National Science Centre, proof of expenditure by means
of a report by an independent auditor described in Article 8.12.3 (b) of the Regulation is mandatory
for project promoters or partners whose primary location is in Poland and in research projects
awarded a grant amount equal or above PLN 2 million.> Where such proof of expenditure shall be
submitted, it shall be submitted with the final project report referred to in Chapter 14.3

of the Guideline for Research and Innovation Programmes.

6. Miscellaneous

A modification to this Programme Agreement shall be done either in a written form, by way of a
qualified electronic signature, an advanced electronic signature, or acceptance by both Parties in the
electronic platform used by the FMO.

3 Notwithstanding the applicable national rules and any changes thereof, the threshold (EUR 430,000/promoter, partner) described
in section 15.3 of the Guideline for Research and Innovation Programmes shall prevail in case the national rules set a higher
threshold.
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