                                                                  [image: ]
Call for applications
MINISTRY OF CULTURE AND NATIONAL HERITAGE
ANNOUNCES A CALL FOR APPLICATIONS
FOR STUDY VISITS
financed from the funds for bilateral relations available under the Programme “Culture” European Economic Area Financial Mechanism
I. Legal basis
Agreement No. 3/2025/FWD on the Bilateral Cooperation Fund at the Programme level under the European Economic Area Financial Mechanism, concluded on 24 October 2025 between the National Focal Point and the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage.
II. Purpose
Funds for bilateral relations available under the Programme “Culture” are intended to – among others - cover the costs of organising meetings between Polish cultural and creative sector entities and institutions from Donor States (Iceland, Liechtenstein, and Norway). The purpose of these meetings should be to establish or maintain existing bilateral cultural cooperation. In order to hold a meeting, cooperation with an institution(s) from Norway, Iceland, or Liechtenstein is required.

III. Deadline, place and method of submitting applications for initiative funding
1. The call for initiatives will take place from February 2, 2026 to February 27, 2026. 
2. Applicants complete the application and mandatory attachments and submit them electronically to the e-Delivery address AE:PL-30774-76874-CWDEJ-21 or in paper form to the address of the Program Operator: Ministry of Culture and National Heritage, Department of European Funds and Affairs, ul. Krakowskie Przedmieście 15, 00-071 Warsaw. The application will be considered only if it is submitted in one copy:
a) an application signed by authorised persons,
b) signed attachments,
within the time specified in the announcement (the date of posting is taken into account).
3. The envelope containing the confirmation of submission of the application must bear the following wording:
a) application for co-financing of a study visit from the funds for bilateral relations available under the Programme “Culture” within the EEA FM;
b) full name of the Applicant;
c) applicant's address.
4. The date of receipt by the Programme Operator is considered to be:
a) date of posting (date of postmark)[footnoteRef:3], [3:  posted at a Polish post office of a postal operator within the meaning of Art. 3 item 12 of the Act of 23 November 2012 – Postal Law (Journal of Laws of 2012, item 1529 with chsnes) or at a post office of an entity dealing with the delivery of correspondence on the territory of a Member State of the European Union, the Swiss Confederation or a Member State of the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) other than the Republic of Poland – a party to the Agreement on the European Economic Area/] 

b) in the case of submission in person – date of receipt at the registered office of the Programme Operator;
c) in the case of sending via the e-Delivery platform – the date of receipt in the electronic mailbox of the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage.

IV. Results
[bookmark: _Hlk216212776]Establishing or maintaining a partnership should explore possible cooperation connected to Outcome 1 entitled “Cultural heritage is revitalised and sustainably managed with strong local involvement” or Outcome 2 entitled “Increased participation in a diverse local arts and culture scene”).
Applicants are required to demonstrate an intention to prepare the project budget, promotion plan, and scope of activities as part of the application process. The grant will not be withdrawn if these documents will not be finalized or submitted.

V. Types of activities
Under the call for applications, each applicant may submit a maximum of two applications, one application for each of the following two types of study visits:
1. Visit of representatives of a Polish institution to Norway, Iceland or Liechtenstein
The visit can accommodate a maximum of three people from Poland and can last from 1 to 5 calendar days (depending on the number of meetings[footnoteRef:4]). Travel and return days are not included in the visit duration. The visit can start at the earliest after the date of the decision of the Minister of Culture and National Heritage on funding  and must be completed no later than September 30, 2026. [4: In the case of a meeting with only one partner institution, the maximum duration of the visit is 3 consecutive calendar days. At least one meeting with the partner institution must occur for each reported day of the visit.] 

2. Reception of representatives of institutions from Norway, Iceland, and Liechtenstein in Poland
The visit may be attended by a maximum of six people from all institutions in the Donor States (maximum three people from one institution) and may last from one to three calendar days. Travel and return days are not included in the visit duration. The visit can start at the earliest after the date of the decision of the Minister of Culture and National Heritage on funding  and must be completed no later than September 30, 2026.

VI. Types of entities that can apply for funding
Within the call for proposals dedicated to Outcome 1 " Cultural heritage is revitalised and sustainably managed with strong local involvement” and Outcome 2 " Increased participation in a diverse local arts and culture scene" Programme, eligible applicants are entities from Poland:
1. [bookmark: _Hlk216212987]For Outcome 1 “Cultural heritage is revitalised and sustainably managed with strong local involvement” under the Programme “Culture”:
     a)   Local government-run cultural institutions;
     b)   Local government units on behalf of local government-run cultural institutions;
     c)    Non-governmental organisations operating in the cultural sector.

[bookmark: _Hlk220500125]NOTE: Applicants from cities with more than 500 000 inhabitants shall be excluded. The projects shall not  be implemented in cities with a population above 500,000 inhabitants. 

2. [bookmark: _Hlk216212959]For Outcome 2 “Increased participation in a diverse local arts and culture scene” under the Programme “Culture”:
a) Public cultural institutions;
b) Local government units on behalf of local government cultural institutions;
c) Art schools and art universities;
d) Non-governmental organisations operating in the cultural sector;
e) Small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) operating in the cultural sector.

VII. Partnership
Each visit must be attended by at least one Partner from the Donor States, i.e. Norway, Iceland or Liechtenstein, whose participation is confirmed at the application stage by a letter of intent.
Legal form of the partner for Outcome 1 “Cultural heritage is revitalised and sustainably managed with strong local involvement”:
a) Any public or private entity, commercial or non-commercial, as well as a non-governmental organization, established as a legal entity in one of the Donor States.

b) Natural persons shall not be eligible.
Legal form of the partner for Outcome 2 “Increased participation in a diverse local arts and culture scene”:
a) Any public or private entity, commercial or non-commercial, as well as a non-governmental organisation registered in a Donor State, whose main field of activity is in the cultural or creative sectors, as defined in Regulation (EU) 2021/818 establishing the Creative Europe Programme (2021-2027),
b) Natural persons legally resident in Liechtenstein, in accordance with Article 7.2.3 of the above-mentioned Regulation.

VIII. The amount of funds allocated to co-finance visits
The amount of Programme funds allocated to finance visits under the call for applications is: EUR 150 000, i.e. PLN 637 125 using the exchange rate of 1 EURO = PLN 4.2475[footnoteRef:5]. [5:  the exchange rate applied to Agreement No. 3/2025/FWD on BCF at the Programme level under the EEA FM between the National Focal Point and the Programme Operator] 

The amount of the grant will depend on: (i) the number of delegated persons and (ii) the duration of the visit, and will be calculated by multiplying these variables by a fixed unit cost:
a) funding for travel, including local transport and insurance in the amount PLN 1 550 (for travel from/to Norway and Liechtenstein) or PLN 2 298 (for travel from/to Iceland) for one visitor;
b) funding for accommodation, including other costs incurred on site, including subsistence and accommodation costs, costs of renting a conference room and necessary equipment, etc. in the amount of: PLN 722 for visits to Poland, PLN 913 for visits to Liechtenstein, PLN 956 for visits to Norway and PLN 1 168 for visits to Iceland – per day for one visit participant.
Funds will be paid in Polish zloty.

IX. VII. Study visit eligibility
The study visit can begin no sooner than the day the Minister of Culture and National Heritage issues a positive decision on funding the initiative. The initiative must be completed no later than September 30, 2026.

X. Application limit
Each application may only be submitted for one activity in Poland, Norway, Iceland, or Liechtenstein. Applicants wishing to apply for funding for multiple activities (i.e., different visits) must submit separate applications for each activity. Each applicant may submit a maximum of two applications per call.
XI. Initiative assessment
1. The initiative assessment process is two-stage, consisting of a formal assessment and a content-related assessment. Only initiatives that meet all formal criteria will be subject to content-related assessment.
2. The formal assessment process lasts 15 business days (assessment deadlines are suspended if supplementations/clarifications to the application are required). During the assessment of the applicant's funding application, at the request of the Programme Operator, it is possible to supplement it and/or submit appropriate clarifications. The supplementation procedure suspends the time allocated for the formal assessment.
3. The content-related assessment takes 15 business days. During the content-related assessment phase, it is not possible to supplement or amend the funding application.
4. The formal and content-related assessment is carried out by the Operator’s employees (Department of Funds and European Affairs of the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage).
5. The decision to fund initiatives is made by the Minister of Culture and National Heritage. Decisions by the Minister of Culture and National Heritage are not subject to appeal.

XII. Assessment and Selection Schedule
To plan any study visit activities, applicants/partners please be aware of the following deadlines and milestones:
1. application assessment – after the call for applications process is completed, the following assessment stages begin:
a) 15 working days for the formal assessment + 3 working days for the supplementation procedure,
b) 15 working days for content-related assessment;
2. decision on granting – without undue delay;
3. financial agreement – once the decision has been made, the financial agreement will be prepared and signed within 30 days;
4. an advance payment of 100% of the grant – after signing the financial agreement and submitting a performance guarantee, the funds will be paid out within 20 working days;
5. final report – must be delivered to the Programme Operator within 14 working days after the end of the visit;
6. final report review – the Operator has 40 working days to verify the document – if the report contains errors or mistakes, the applicant has 7 days to correct it;
7. possible refund of payments – on the terms and within the time specified in the financial agreement.


XIII. Payment and reporting system
1. The grant is 100% of the total funding amount and will be paid in advance within 20 working days after signing the Financial Agreement.
2. The final settlement of the Study Visit will be based on the Final Report, which should be sent to the Operator within 14 working day after the visit's conclusion. The Report must be accompanied by a document entitled “Declaration of all participating foreign institutions on the completion of the planned scope of activities”.
3. Due to the lump-sum nature of the awarded grant (based on the unit amounts indicated by the Program Operator), it is independent of the actual costs incurred by the Beneficiary. In particular, the Beneficiary cannot request additional funds from the Programme Operator if the cost of the task exceeds the value of the awarded grant. If the visit is shortened or fewer people participate than declared in the application, the Programme Operator will recalculate the grant amount based on the adopted unit costs and the actual number of participants and its duration. If the grant amount is recalculated based on the adopted units, the Beneficiary is obligated to refund the difference. Refunds will be made according to the terms and within the timeframe described in the Financial Agreement.
4. Funding granted for the visits will not constitute public aid. 

XIV. Attachments to the application
In order to meet the formal criteria, the following attachments must be attached to the application:
1. Documents verifying the applicant's eligibility (e.g. current extract from the relevant register, e.g., the National Court Register, the register of cultural institutions, or the statute for non-governmental organisations)[footnoteRef:6].  [6:  If these documents can be identified by the Programme Operator based on public registers held by other public entities, to which the Programme Operator has electronic access under the terms of the regulations on the computerisation of entities performing public tasks, it is not necessary to attach them. However, information should be provided (e.g., in the application or as an additional attachment) as to where these documents can be accessed (e.g., a link).] 

2. Authorisation to represent the Applicant (appointment, appointment letter, etc.) and power of attorney (if applicable).
3. Letter(s) of intent .

XV. Recruitment documents
1. Application form.
2. Assessment sheets (formal and content-related).
3. Letter of Intent template – visit of representatives of a Polish institution to Norway, Iceland or Liechtenstein.
4. Letter of Intent template – welcoming representatives of institutions from Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein in Poland.
5. Final report template.
6. Declaration of completion of the Study Visit.

XVI. Contact details
POLAND – Programme Operator
Ministry of Culture and National Heritage
Department of European Funds and Affairs
[bookmark: _GoBack]Krakowskie Przedmieście Street 15/17
00-071 Warsaw
Phone: +48 22 82 93 118
email: fwd@kultura.gov.pl 

NORWAY:
[bookmark: _Hlk219458004]Outcome 1:
[bookmark: _Hlk216778331]Vegard Berggård
Directorate for Cultural Heritage / Riksantikvaren
Postboks 1483 Vika, 0116 Oslo
Tel. +47 98 47 82 83
E-mail: vegard.berggard@ra.no

Outcome 2:
Thea Breivik
Arts and Culture Norway/ Kulturdirektoratet
Postboks 4808 Nydalen , 0422 Oslo.org.nr 971527412
Tel.: +47 21045895
E-mail: Thea.Breivik@kulturdirektoratet.no
[bookmark: _Hlk219794619][bookmark: _Hlk219794646]website: www.kulturdirektoratet.no

ICELAND:
Ragnhildur Zoëga
Senior Advisor
The Icelandic Center for Research
Borgatúrn 30, IS-150 Reykjavík
Tel. +354 515 5838
E-mail: Ragnhildur.Zoega@rannis.is

LICHTENSTEIN:
Sonja. Naescher
EEA Grants Coordinator in the Field of Culture
Contact information:
Tel. +423 (236) 63 52
 E-mail: Sonja.Naescher@llv.li
www.eeagrants.li
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