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Call for proposals

	Increased participation in a diverse local arts and culture scene


	
	Call 1 for Outcome 2

	
	
Culture Programme 

	
	EEA Grants 2021-2028 Poland



	The purpose  of this call

	
The purpose of this call is to support enhanced cultural offer and participation in a diverse arts and culture sector promoting the freedom of artistic expression and strengthening the capacity building of cultural actors with an emphasis on the independent part of the sector.   


	Basic information
	

	Programme Operator
	Ministry of Culture and National Heritage

	Announcement of call
	10.07.2026

	Start date for submission of applications
	10.07.2026[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Application form, selection criteria and guidelines for applicants are in the annexes to the call text] 


	Deadline for submission of applications
	10.11.2026, 23:00 UTC+1

	Eligible applicants
	Polish public cultural institutions, local government units on behalf of local government-run cultural institutions[footnoteRef:4], art schools, art universities, 
non-governmental organisations operating in the cultural sector, small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) operating in the cultural sector. [4:  Example can be found in Applicant’s Guidelines. ] 


	Eligible partners
	Poland, Ukraine and EEA Beneficiary States: public cultural institutions, local government units on behalf of local government-run cultural institutions, art schools, art universities, non-governmental organisations operating in the cultural sector, private companies operating in the cultural sector. Partners must be established as legal person.
Donor States: any public or private entity, commercial or non-commercial, as well as a non-governmental organization, established as a legal person whose main activity concerns the cultural or creative sectors, within the meaning of Regulation (EU) 2021/818 establishing the Creative Europe Programme (2021-2027).
Natural persons legally resident in Liechtenstein.

	Total amount available 
	14 849 100 PLN - EUR 3 500 000 – exchange rate: 1 Euro = 4,2426 PLN  
At least 30% (1 050 000 Euro = 4 454 730 PLN) of the abovementioned amount shall be reserved for projects having NGOs as project promoters. In case there are insufficient eligible applications for reaching the 30% earmarked funds, any uncommitted funds will return to the general pool and will be allocated in the next call.



	Minimum grant amount
	424 260 PLN – EUR 100 000 

	Maximum grant amount
	2 121 300 PLN - EUR 500 000 

	Maximum grant rate
	Public sector
85 %
	Non-governmental 
95 %
	Private entities
85 %

	Minimum co-financing requirement
	Public sector
15 %
	Non-governmental
5 %
	Private entities
15 %

	Duration of projects
	Minimum
not applicable
	Maximum
36 months
	




	Specific objectives and expected results

	Objective of the EEA and Norway Grants
	The EEA and Norway Grants contribute to the reduction of economic and social disparities in the European Economic Area and to the strengthening of relations between Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Poland. 
The EEA and Norway Grants promote the European green transition, democracy, rule of law and human rights and social inclusion and resilience.
All activities funded under the EEA and Norwegian Financial Mechanisms 
2021–2028 shall respect fundamental values including respect for human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law and the respect for human rights including the rights of persons belonging to minorities. 

	Objective of the programme 
	The main objective of the Programme is to increase participation, sustainability and diversity in arts culture and cultural heritage.  The programme is structured around two pillars: one on cultural heritage (outcome 1) and one on cultural participation (outcome 2). 
Overall, the Culture Programme will protect and promote the values ​​and principles set out in Article 1.3 of the Regulations[footnoteRef:5] and will be in line with international and European human rights standards. [5: Regulation on the implementation of the European Economic Area (EEA) Financial Mechanism 
2021 – 2028.
] 

The call described here falls under Outcome 2, which aims at increasing  participation in a diverse local arts and culture scene. This objective will be achieved, inter alia, through projects that foster access, engagement and inclusion in cultural activities, ensuring that a wide range of communities can actively take part in cultural life. 
All projects shall align with the core EEA/Norway Grants Values, including freedom of artistic expression, social cohesion, cultural diversity and civic engagement. They must also respect the principles of equal opportunities and accessibility while promoting inclusion and democratic participation. In particular, projects are encouraged to foster inclusive participation in artistic and cultural creation, strengthen local culture sector and build social cohesion in smaller and less developed cities. 

	Objective and focus of this call
	Aiming to increase participation in arts and culture, this call promotes artistic freedom, inclusion; and participation, while fostering international cooperation.
More specifically this call aims to:
· Strengthen cultural participation
This call contributes to strengthening cultural participation by promoting social inclusion through arts and culture and by supporting dialogue and activities to reduce disparities. Projects should adopt inclusive approaches based on  democratic participation with emphasis on supporting vulnerable and underrepresented groups. 
Community engagement will be supported through mandatory[footnoteRef:6] partnerships encouraging cooperation between national institutions, local governments, cultural institutions, NGOs, schools and higher schools / universities and international actors. This approach will strengthen networks and encourage new partnerships while ensuring that projects respond to specific community needs. [6:  In Outcome 2 at least one partner from a Donor – State is required.] 

· Enhance cultural offer in the regions 
The cultural offer differs between the bigger cities and the regions. It is very often connected with the level of economic growth and the financial possibilities and resources for cultural institutions and organisations in certain cities and regions. These disparities lead to limited access to culture. That is why, in order to reduce them and boost the cultural potential in less developed areas, priority will be given to projects implemented in towns losing socio-economic functions  according to National Regional Development Strategy 2030 of Poland[footnoteRef:7].  [7:  List of towns losing socio-economic functions can be obtained from:    
  https://www.gov.pl/attachment/0179d436-5610-42e7-ab44-0337115e357c] 

· Strengthening the independent part of the culture sector
The independent cultural sector is key to strengthening cultural participation as it enables broad, inclusive and community driven engagement in arts and culture.
NGOs operate independently of state and local government funding allowing them freely support artists and their projects. NGOs support art representing social, cultural, or ideological minorities. This allows diverse perspectives and forms of expression to be present in the public sphere.
· Support to cultural professionals, young and emerging artists
To strengthen the cultural sector this call contributes to the development of capacities of cultural professionals and artists through enhanced cultural management and innovative activities that support sustainable career development. 
Young creators and emerging artists represent significant untapped potential for the sector which is often constrained by precarious working conditions. This call will support their professional development and creative expression at critical stages of their careers. By reinforcing the skills of cultural professionals as well as supporting young and emerging artists, the call will contribute to a more resilient and sustainable cultural system.
· Support to Ukrainian artists and culture sector 
The call will also support Ukrainian artists and cultural professionals through various forms of collaboration such as involvement of Ukrainian artists in joint cultural and educational projects, residencies and capacity-building activities. Projects may also include activities aimed at strengthening social ties between Ukraine, Poland and the Donor States and enhancing cultural resilience understood as, among others, the capacity to sustain artistic practice, engage communities/ audiences and contribute to cultural life.
· Encourage innovative approaches
Innovative approaches such as raising awareness and increasing knowledge about green transition, promoting health-culture synergies, and innovation in cultural management - will be encouraged.
Promoting health - culture synergies will recognize the role of cultural participation in enhancing well-being, supporting mental health and strengthening social cohesion.

	Expected results 
	This call aims to create visible changes for artists, cultural professionals, as well as local communities. The following results are expected:
· Wider cultural offer 
Projects will contribute to greater cultural diversity by supporting a wider range of artistic and cultural voices, strengthen community bonds through inclusive and participatory cultural activities  and promote democratic values such as openness and respect for diversity in communities.
· Quality arts and cultural production 
By supporting artistic projects, residencies and international collaborations, the programme will promote freedom of cultural expression and creativity, thereby  empowering artists and cultural professionals in view at exploring new ideas, challenging dominant narratives and reaching wider audiences.
· Stronger regional dimension
By aligning with the National Regional Development Strategy 2030 of Poland, the projects will contribute to reduce geographical disparities and bring culture to communities with less access, strengthening thereby the social cohesion.
· Enhanced participation 
Projects will contribute to reduce barriers to access and participation to culture by enabling the active involvement of marginalized groups, young artists, and communities in towns  losing socio – economic functions. 
· Strengthened capacity in the culture sector 
Through training, mentoring, and capacity-building activities, projects under this call will enhance the skills and employability of artists and cultural professionals. This will improve their competitiveness in the labour market and support sustainable career development, particularly for cultural professionals and artist, including young and emerging ones hereby contributing to a more vibrant and resilient cultural scene in the medium and long term.
· Support to the independent part of the culture sector
By allocating 30% of the call funding to NGOs, the Programme will strengthen the independent cultural sector, one of the key drivers of innovation and diversity and a space for new voices and artistic experimentation. Through the EEA Grants, NGOs will have greater opportunities to implement international projects, expand local and regional networks, and participate as partners in projects led by other promoters.


· Stronger national and international networks 
By mandatory partnerships between Polish and Donor State cultural entities and by facilitating the cooperation with other EEA Beneficiary-States and Ukrainian entities, projects under this call will contribute to expand professional networks and encourage knowledge exchange. This will contribute to more innovative, diverse, and resilient cultural ecosystems. In addition, targeted support to Ukrainian artists and cultural professionals will help to safeguard and promote their culture in Poland, fostering at the same time on cultural resilience and rebuilding social capital.



Results framework 
The table below shows the target values for the whole programme including all projects. The listed indicators will not fit for all projects, but can be considered as guidance and inspiration for development of a project. In their project application [section 5.5 Indicators] applicants should specify which of the following indicators are relevant for their project.
	Outcome / Indicator
	Name

	Outcome 2
	Increased participation in a diverse local arts and culture scene 

	Indicator
	Number of local communities with improved access to arts and culture

	             Indicator
	Number of people from local communities that physically participated in cultural activities

	Output 2.1
	Local arts and culture scenes are stronger, more connected and more resilient

	Indicator
	Number of local multi-stakeholder partnerships created

	             Indicator
	Number of artists or cultural professionals trained

	Indicator
	Number of projects that applied digital technologies

	Indicator
	Number of people that participated in artistic exchanges or residencies

	Indicator
	Number of events that strengthened the knowledge and capacity of participants

	             Indicator
	Number of events that focused on civic education, media literacy and information integrity

	· Output 2.2
	Local arts and culture scenes are more diverse and inclusive

	Indicator
	Number of independent cultural organisations engaged in the projects

	Indicator
	Number of artists supported

	Indicator
	Number of young and emerging artists supported

	Indicator
	Number of artistic or cultural events held

	Indicator
	Number of artistic works or cultural productions created and presented

	Indicator
	Number of artistic works or cultural productions co-created with members of the local community

	Indicator
	Number of artistic works or cultural productions co-created with members of vulnerable groups


Please note, that projects are not expected to select all the indicators, only those relevant for the project.


	Eligible applicants and partners 

	Eligible applicants 
	1) Public cultural institutions 
2) Local government units on behalf of local government-run cultural institutions
3) Art schools and art universities
4) Non-governmental organisations operating in the cultural sector[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Verification whether a non-governmental organization operates in the field of culture will be made on the basis of the provisions in the statute or National Court Register of that organization, in which cultural activities must be listed.] 

5) Small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) operating in the cultural sector[footnoteRef:9]. [9:  SMEs referred to in this text: SMEs as defined in Annex I to Commission Regulation (EU) No 651/2014 of 17 June 2014 declaring certain categories of aid compatible with the internal market in application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty. If SME operates in the cultural sector will be verified on records regarding the scope of business activity in the National Court Register or Polish Classification of Activities: section 90 - Creative activities and activities related to the staging of artistic performances and section 91 - Activities of libraries, archives, museums and other cultural activities.

] 

Natural persons shall not be eligible.

	Eligible partners from Poland
	1) Public cultural institutions 
2) Local government units on behalf of local government-run cultural institutions
3) Art schools and art universities
4) Non-governmental organisations operating in the cultural sector
5) Private companies operating in the cultural sector
The partners must be established as a legal person in Poland.
Natural persons shall not be eligible.


	Eligible partners from Donor States 
	Partnership with at least one entity from one of the Donor States is mandatory.  the eligible partners from Donor States include:
1) Any public or private entity, commercial or non-commercial, as well as 
a non-governmental organization, established as a legal person  whose main activity concerns the cultural or creative sectors, within the meaning of Regulation (EU) 2021/818 establishing the Creative Europe Programme (2021-2027);
2) Natural persons legally resident in Liechtenstein.


	Eligible partners from other eligible countries including Ukraine
	1) Public cultural institutions 
2) Local government units on behalf of local government-run cultural institutions
3) Art schools and art universities
4) Non-governmental organisations operating in the cultural sector
5) Private companies operating in the cultural sector
The partners must be established as a legal person in one of the beneficiary States from EEA or Ukraine.
Natural persons shall not be eligible.



	Partnership 

	Who is a partner? 


 




	A partner is an entity actively involved in, and effectively contributing to, the implementation of a project. It shares with the project promoter a common economic or social goal which is to be realised through the implementation of that project. In this regard, a consultant, contractor, supplier or service provider is not considered a partner. 

The projects must  be implemented in a multi-stakeholder partnership encouraging cooperation between – for example - national institutions, local governments, cultural institutions, NGOs, schools and higher schools / universities and international actors[footnoteRef:10]. [10:  See footnote no 4 for reference. Collaboration with Polish institutions and entities from other EEA Beneficiary State and Ukraine is encouraged.] 



	Partnership with Donor State entities



Partnership in Poland


Eligible partners from other countries, Ukraine 
	Partnership with partner from the Donor State(s) is mandatory under this call. The decision from which country i.e. Norway, Iceland or Liechtenstein the Partner should come from depends on the scope of the project and is at the discretion of the project promoter.

Partnership with partner from Poland is possible. 



Partnership with partners from other EEA-Beneficiary States[footnoteRef:11] as well as Ukraine is possible. [11:  Fourteen other EEA Beneficiary States include: Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Greece, Lithuania, Latvia, Malta, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, and Hungary.] 


Involvement of partners

The applicant and the potential partner/s are expected to plan and agree on their responsibilities, including costs and schedule of their contributions and submit a signed letter of intent with the project application.

A partnership agreement shall be drawn up and signed between the partners and submitted prior to signing a project contract.

This applies for any combination of partners in all applications.




	Eligible activities

	Thematic scope of activities 
	1) Cultural and artistic projects that contribute to a wider cultural and artistic offer and that adopt an inclusive, community-based approach
2) Projects focusing on the professionalization of the culture sector including activities that can strengthen artists and cultural professionals (including young and emerging)
3) Projects that use artistic and cultural formats to strengthen and explore freedom of artistic expression, support intercultural dialogue and mobilize against disinformation and reduce disparities
4) Projects that target social isolation and distrust and enhance social cohesion through culture and/or arts.
Projects may concern intercultural understanding, cultural participation and working conditions of Ukrainian artists or cultural professionals.  
Projects may combine multiple artistic disciplines: music, performing arts, visual arts (including film festivals and excluding film production and distribution), creative industries (excluding computer game production), cultural and artistic education, cultural heritage (soft measures only[footnoteRef:12]), literature (excluding book publishing 
and including translation as a part of a project)  and other activities contributing to the objectives of the Programme. [12:  Capacity building, ensuring local participation, partnership, developing cultural and educational offer, safeguarding traditional crafts and knowledge.] 



	Geographic scope of activities
	The projects must be implemented in Poland and in Donor- States. Depending on the partnership agreement some activities may be realised in other EEA Beneficiary States or in Ukraine.



	Activities eligible for support
	I. Artistic and cultural activities :

1) organization of exhibitions, performances, concerts, festivals (including film festivals), and other artistic events;
2) supporting cooperation and exchanges of artists and cultural professionals within the sectors listed in the thematic scope of activities;
3) activities in the field of cultural and artistic education;
4) cooperation between experts in the field of museums and cultural heritage, including innovative conservation solutions and techniques;
5) projects concerning the protection, promotion, and safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage
6) supporting the development and outreach of literature, including translation projects as a part of a project and excluding book publishing, 
7) other projects consistent with the Programme's objectives.

II. Professionalization 
Projects must address the sectors listed in the thematic scope of projects.
Project types:
1) artistic residencies,
2) mentoring programs,
3) conferences, workshops, and practical trainings,
4) preparation of textbooks, creation of knowledge and learning platforms,
5) trainings on specific skills such as soft skills[footnoteRef:13], digital skills, entrepreneurship, copyright and business cooperation, fundraising for artistic activities, mentoring activities, and networking initiatives, etc. [13:  Skills related to behaviour, attitude and interaction. Training is these skills usually focuses on improving: communication, teamwork, leadership, problem – solving, time – management, adaptability, conflict resolution, presentation skills.] 

6) cooperation between experts, institutions, and art schools and universities to enhance the competencies of young artists and young cultural managers;
7) projects related to culture and cultural heritage management,
8) other projects consistent with the Program's objectives

	

Activities not eligible for support
	Artistic, cultural and professionalization activities may be combined in the projects. 

Any activity connected to book publishing, computer game production, film production and distribution as well as construction or renovation works.



	Eligible expenditure and forms of grant

	Start and final dates of eligibility of expenditure
	Expenditures are eligible as of the date of the Programme Operator’s decision to award the project grant. Final date of eligibility of expenditures is max 36 months after the project starts but no longer than the date referred to under paragraph 5 of Article 8.14 of the Regulation[footnoteRef:14] (30 April 2031). [14:  Any reference to ‘the Regulation,’ this should be understood as the Regulation on the implementation of the European Economic Area (EEA)/Norwegian Financial Mechanisms 2021–2028 (see Annex).] 


	Eligible expenditure
	Indirect costs 
These are all eligible costs that cannot be directly attributed to the project. They may not include any direct eligible costs. Indirect costs shall represent a fair apportionment of the overall overheads of the Project Promoter and/or project partner(s). 
Beneficiaries and project partners can calculate indirect costs 5 % of eligible direct  project costs, in which case the Programme Operator shall not be required to perform a calculation to determine the applicable rate.

Indirect costs include: 
1. costs of remuneration of persons not directly involved in the  implementation of the project, including salaries, social security contributions and other mandatory costs included in the remuneration[footnoteRef:15]; [15:  E.g. cleaning staff. ] 

1. costs of materials and services necessary to operate the project[footnoteRef:16]; [16:  Cost of phone calls, cost of paper used in office, cost of office electricity.] 

1. financial fees (notary fees, bank fees for account opening and account administration);
1. office space rental costs or rent costs for rooms and offices allocated to the project.

Costs of substantive project activities (direct costs):
1. costs of materials and services related to the organization of events within the project;
1. costs of publications, research and analysis;
1. costs of remuneration for artists,  experts and people directly involved in the implementation of the project, including salaries, social security contributions and other mandatory costs included in the remuneration[footnoteRef:17]; [17:  E.g. Project manager] 

1. volunteering – may constitute up to 50% of own contribution (for NGOs only);
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]travel, accommodation and food costs for people directly involved in the implementation of the project;
1. license fees;
1. costs of project information and promotion;
1. audits,
1. VAT to the extent it is not possible to deduct or claim VAT refund (even potentially)[footnoteRef:18]. [18:  The eligibility of VAT will be assessed on the basis of the Applicant’s and Partner’s declarations..] 


Management costs include:
· remuneration of people directly involved in the implementation of the project, including salaries, social security contributions and other mandatory costs included in the remuneration (direct costs),
· travel, accommodation and food costs for people directly involved in the implementation of the project (direct costs).
The amount of management costs cannot exceed 8% of total value of project – the management cost above this ceiling is regarded as ineligible.


	Limits on certain categories of expenditure
	Category of expenditure
	Limits 

	
	Indirect costs



Management costs
	5 % of eligible direct  project costs, in which case the Programme Operator shall not be required to perform a calculation to determine the applicable rate.


Cannot exceed 8% of total value of project.

	
	
	

	Non-eligible expenditure
	1. debt interest, debt service and late payment fees;
1. financial transaction fees and other purely financial costs, except costs related to accounts required by the FMC, the National Focal Point or applicable law and the costs of financial services imposed by the project contract;
1. provisions for losses or potential future liabilities;
1. losses caused by exchange rate differences;
1. VAT to the extent it is possible to deduct or claim VAT refund (even potentially);
1. costs covered by other sources;
1. fines, penalties and legal costs, except for proceedings that are integral and necessary to achieving the project results; and
1. unnecessary or imprudent expenditure;
1. cost of purchasing land and real estate;
1. [bookmark: _Hlk220578418]costs of construction works, conservation and restoration works requiring administrative and/or conservation agreements and permits;
1. purchase of equipment;
· depreciation;
· purchase of musical instruments;
· scholarships, penalties and prizes constituting material (material or financial) recognition awarded for special achievements, winning 
a competition or as recognition.

	
	

	Forms of grant
	Grants to beneficiaries will be in the form of eligible costs actually incurred 
and flat-rate for indirect costs. 
The minimum grant amount is 100 000 euro (424 260 PLN), the maximum grant amount is 500 000 euro (2 121 300 PLN).



	Financing conditions and reporting

	Forms of payment
	Payment of the project grant shall take the form of advance payment, interim payment  and a final payment. 
The advance payment may be requested following the signature of the project contract. 


	Reporting
	Project Promoters shall report on the progress of their project via interim reports 
on a yearly basis. Additionally, after the project is completed, final report is requested. Reporting deadlines shall be set in the project contract. 


	
	% of project grant
	Condition of payment
	Deadline for payment

	Advance payment
	60% of the grant
	Signature of project contract 
	40 working days

	Interim payment
	30% of the grant
	Spending at least 60% of advance payment
	40 working days

	Final payment
	10% of the grant
	Approval of project final report
	30 working days

	
	










	State Aid 

	
	State aid regime applied for the call
	The aid will be granted on the basis of Commission Regulation (EU) No 651/2014 of 17 June 2014 declaring certain categories of aid compatible with the internal market in application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty and Regulation of the Minister of Culture and National Heritage of 17 December 2025 on granting State Aid under the "Culture" programme and State Aid for the strengthening of bilateral relations between beneficiary states and donor states under the Bilateral Cooperation Fund for the implementation of the "Culture" programme, financed with the participation of funds from the European Economic Area Financial Mechanism or the Norwegian Financial Mechanism for the years 2021-2028.

	
	

	Information requested related to state aid
	Due to the fact that the State Aid regime applies to this call the application must be accompanied by the appropriate State Aid test (annexes: 8,9 and 10 - depending on the type of project). 

If the result of the State Aid test is equal to or greater than 0, the application must be accompanied by:
· calculation of the maximum amount of aid -  depending on the type of project  (annex: 11 with instruction),
· information form provided when applying for aid other than aid in agriculture or fisheries, de minimis aid, or de minimis aid in agriculture or fisheries - in the case of operational aid for culture and cultural infrastructure, creation editing, production, distribution, digitalisation and publication of music and literary works, including translation  (annex 12),
· information form provided when applying for de minimis aid – in case of aid for products from the creative sectors and for publication of journals and magazines (annex 13).

If the result of the state aid test is lower than 0, then the grant shall not be considered as a state aid. 




	



	[bookmark: _Hlk209091931]Submission of applications 

	Form and content of project applications 
	Project applications shall be prepared in line with Applicant’s guide in both Polish and English by filling in the application form, the budget[footnoteRef:19], and providing further information, including the disclosure of any consultant involved in the preparation of the project application (see documents in the Annex). Project application form must be signed electronically with the use of qualified electronic signature or trusted signature[footnoteRef:20]. The application should be signed in accordance with representation of an entity[footnoteRef:21]. Project applications shall be submitted in 2 versions: 1 copy in English and 1 copy in Polish. In case there is a discrepancy between Polish and English version, English version will be regarded as binding. [19:  Application with annexes should be submitted using the templates attached to the announcement of the call.]  [20:  Trusted Signature refers to a electronic signature connected with a Trusted Profile used for signing documents online with government service.]  [21:  An original or copy of a document certifying the authorization of person signing the application should be submitted if the authorization does not result from the documents already submitted to the Programme Operator or it is not possible to establish the representation based on the public records Programme Operator has access electronically under the terms and conditions specified in the regulations on the computerization of the activities of entities performing public tasks.] 



	Method of submission
	Project applications shall be submitted electronically via e-Doreczenia system: 
AE:PL-30774-76874-CWDEJ-21 within the timeframe of the call. The application must be signed with the use of a qualified electronic signature or trusted signature.


	Limitations on the submission of applications
	Each applicant may submit a maximum of 2 applications under this call. In case of more applications are submitted, the first 2 applications registered will be considered as submitted. Further ones will be rejected.



	Selection procedure

	General information
	The Programme Operator shall be responsible for project selection and the award of grants.

	Administrative and eligibility checks
	The Programme Operator shall review all submitted applications according to the formal evaluation criteria (see Annex). 
Applications that will not meet the formal evaluation criteria, will be rejected and excluded from further evaluation. 
The applicant whose application is rejected at this stage may appeal against the decision within 14 days after receiving the decision on the rejection of the application.
Appeal 
The appeal is submitted to the Ministry of Development Funds and Regional Policy (National Focal Point) via the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage (Programme Operator). The Programme Operator reviews its assessment at the appeal review stage, before forwarding it to the National Focal Point. The appeal must include :
· the applicant's designation,
· the application number, if previously assigned,
· an objection to the project evaluation result, including a reference to all unmet formal requirements identified by the Programme Operator along with a justification for the applicant's disagreement with the assessment of each requirement,
· the signature of the applicant or their authorised representative with an attachment of the original or a copy of a document certifying their authorization to represent the applicant, if their authorization is not apparent from the documents previously submitted to the Programme Operator or can be established based on public registers held by other public entities to which the Program Operator has access electronically under the terms and conditions specified in the regulations on the computerisation of the activities of entities performing public tasks.
Correspondence between the Program Operator and the Applicant will be conducted electronically i.e. via the e-Doreczenia system. The correspondence will be regarded as delivered from the moment the Programme Operator receives from e-Doreczenia system a confirmation of sending.

	Assessment
	The content related evaluation is carried out by the Expert Committee. Applications that meet the formal evaluation criteria shall be reviewed and scored according to the content related criteria (see Annex) by 2 impartial experts separately. One of the experts shall be  nominated by either Arts and Culture Norway or Rannís (Donor Programme Partners). The second expert will be nominated by the Programme Operator among the employees of the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage. The application will be assessed in regards to quality, bilateral cooperation etc. see Annex no. 5.
For the purpose of ranking the projects, the average of the scores awarded by the experts shall be used. In case of significant divergence  (more than 30% of higher score given) between the scores given by the experts third expert will be appointed to evaluate the application. The two closest scores will be used to determine the final application's evaluation score. If both expert evaluations are equally close to the third expert's evaluation, the higher expert's score is used (an approach in favour for the beneficiary).The third expert will be nominated by Arts and Culture Norway or Rannís.
Appeals from content related evaluation are not possible. 

	Selection Committee

	The Programme Operator shall establish a Selection Committee that shall recommend the projects to be funded within the Programme for the Polish Minister of Culture and National Heritage. The Selection Committee will be chaired by the Programme Operator representative and will consist of, among others, representative of National Centre for Culture (NCC) and of Donor – State Partners (Arts and Culture Norway,  The Icelandic Centre for Research). 
The Programme Operator shall provide the Selection Committee with the ranking list of projects. The Selection Committee shall review the ranking list and may modify it in justified cases. The justification for the modifications shall be detailed in the minutes of the meeting of the Selection Committee. 

	Grant award decision
	The Selection Committee shall submit the list of recommended projects to the Minister of Culture and National Heritage which will take a final decision.
Appeals from the grant award decision of Minister of Culture and National Heritage are not possible.
The Programme Operator will notify the applicants about the results of selection process[footnoteRef:22]. [22:  The Programme Operator will inform the applicants (information on Internet site) in timeframe not exceeding 10 days since the decision has been concluded.] 


	Project contracts
	Based on the grant award decision, the Programme Operator shall sign a project contract with the Project Promoter setting out the terms and conditions of the grant and the roles and responsibilities of the parties. Prior to signing project contracts the Programme Operator shall assess the compliance of Project Promoters and Partners with the common values listed in Article 1.3.1 of the Regulation.



	Provisional timeline

	Deadline for submission of applications
	10.11.2026, 23:00 UTC+1

	Formal evaluation
	11/2026 – 01/2027

	Content related evaluation
	02/2027 – 03/2027

	Decision on the award of grants
	03/2027

	Start of project
	03/2027

	Signature of project contracts
	04/2027 – 05/2027

	Deadline for the completion of projects
	04/2031



	Further information, contacts for queries and the complaint mechanism

	Further information
	For further information please consult the following documents:



	
	Regulation on the implementation of the EEA Financial Mechanism 2021-2028 
https://eeagrants.org/sites/default/files/eea-fm-21-28-regulation-and-annexes.pdf


	
	Programme Agreement 
 https://eeagrants.org/sites/default/files/programme-agreement-pl-culture.pdf 

Relevant guidance
https://eeagrants.org/en/poland/programmes/culture/documents

	
	

	Contact for queries
	

	
	Institution
	Ministry of Culture and National Heritage

	
	Name
	Department for European Affairs and Funds

	
	E-mail
	dzialanie2.eog@kultura.gov.pl

	
	Telephone
	 0048 22 345 80 27

	
	
The queries will be answered within 14 days. In exceptional and duly justified  cases 
(e.g. where a query is particularly complexed) this timeframe  may be extended. Applicants will be informed accordingly.


	Contact to file a complaint 
	To file a complaint please address it to: dzialanie2.eog@kultura.gov.pl .

	
	


	Contact to Donor Programme Partners 

	Iceland
	
	Norway

	
	The Icelandic Centre for Research
	
	Arts and Culture Norway

	
	rannis@rannis.is
	
	Eos-kultursamarbeid@kulturdirektoratet.no

	
	+354 515 5800
	
	+47 21 04 58 00

	
	https://island.is/s/rannis
	
	https://www.kulturdirektoratet.no/

	


	

	
	

	Annexes to the call for proposals 

	Annex 1
	Application form

	Annex 2
	Budget template

	Annex 3
	Guidelines for applicants

	Annex 4
	Formal assessment sheet 

	Annex 5
	Content related assessment sheet 

	Annex 6
	Project contract template

	Annex 7
Annex 8
Annex 9 
Annex 10
Annex 11
Annex 12
Annex 13
	Letter of intent
State aid test – operational cost and culture infrastructure - PL version only
State aid test – periodicals and music - PL version only
State aid test – creative sectors - PL version only
Operational aid calculation EEA with instruction - PL version only
Information form provided when applying for state aid - PL version only
Information form provided when applying for de minimis aid - PL version only

	Annex 14
	Applicant’s declaration on securing funds to cover non-eligible expenses


 Annex 15                  Estimation of unpaid word performed by volunteers as a non-financial contribution 
                                   (only NGOs)
Annex 16                  VAT eligibility statement 
Annex 17                   List of eligible and non-eligible costs 
Annex 18                  Applicant’s declaration disclosing all consultants involved in the preparation of      
    application form[footnoteRef:23]  [23:  Template is not available. In case the Applicant did not use any consultant to prepare the application form, a relevant declaration should also be submitted.] 

Annex 19	   A partnership agreement template – NOTE: at the application stage, the letter of intent is 
   sufficient.  Therefore there is no need to conclude the partnership agreement at this      
                                 stage. Only partners of granted projects will be required to delivered a signed   
                                 partnership agreement.


2

image1.png
Iceland D{I:E

Liechtenstein
Norway grants




image2.png
Norway
grants




image3.jpeg
¢ ¥ Ministry of Culture and National Heritage
/.. Republic of Poland





