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Call for applications
	Cultural heritage is revitalised and sustainably managed with active local involvement

	
	Call for Proposals No. 1

	
	Culture Programme

	
	EEA Financial Mechanism 2021–2028




	Objective of the Call

	
The objective of the call is to select projects that contribute to the following objectives:

1. Protect and revitalise cultural heritage. 
2. Increase the accessibility of cultural heritage. 
3. Strengthen the resilience of cultural heritage to environmental threats and anthropogenic disasters. 
4. Use the potential of cultural heritage for socio-economic development. 

Projects supported under this call will actively engage local communities.


	General Information
	

	Programme Operator
	Ministry of Culture and National Heritage (Programme Operator; PO)

	Call for Applications
	15 July 2026


	Opening date for submission of applications
	15 July 2026

	Deadline for submission of applications
	31 December 2026, 23:59:59 (UTC+1)


	Eligible applicants
	Eligible applicants established in Poland:

1. Local government units applying for funding on behalf of local government-run cultural institutions*; 
2. Local government-run cultural institutions; 
3. Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) operating in the cultural sector** 

Applicants from cities with more than 500,000 inhabitants shall not be eligible. 

* i.e. a “governing body” (also referred to as an organiser or supervising authority), meaning a local or regional government entity that establishes and oversees a cultural institution. Such entities may submit project applications on behalf of the cultural institutions they govern, including assuming responsibility for project implementation and compliance with funding requirements.

** The eligibility of a non-governmental organisation as operating in the cultural sector will be verified on the basis of its statutes. This condition will be considered fulfilled if cultural activity is explicitly indicated in the statute as part of the organisation’s scope of activities. The non-governmental organisation should have been operating for at least 12 months preceding the date of submission of the application.  

	Eligible partners
	Eligible Partners

Eligible partners from Poland, the Beneficiary States or Ukraine, having their registered office, respectively, in Poland, a Beneficiary State or Ukraine
1. National and co-run cultural institutions; 
2. Local government units acting on behalf of local government-run cultural institution; 
3. Local government –run cultural institutions; 
4. Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) operating in cultural sector; 
5. Schools and  higher schools/universities. 

Partnership with partners from Poland under Outcome 1 is mandatory.
Partnership with entities from the Beneficiary States or Ukraine is not mandatory.

Eligible partners from the Donor States (i.e. Iceland, Liechtenstein or Norway):
Any public or private entity, commercial or non-commercial, as well as any non-governmental organisation, established as a legal entity in one of the Donor States. Natural persons are not eligible as partners. 
Partnership with entities from the Donor States is not mandatory.


	Total amount available
	EUR 64,461,882 ~ PLN 273,485,980.57 (1 Euro = 4.2426 PLN)

	Minimum grant amount
	EUR 1,000,000 ~ PLN 4,242,600.00 (1 Euro = 4.2426 PLN)  

	Maximum grant amount
	EUR 3,500,000 ~ PLN 14,849,100.00 (1 Euro = 4.2426 PLN)

	Maximum grant rate
	Public sector
85 %
	Non-governmental organizations
95%
	Private sector entities
n/a

	Minimum co-financing rate
	Public sector
15%
	Non-governmental organizations
5%
	Private sector entities
n/a

	Project duration
	Minimum
Not specified
	Maximum
Not specified 
(project completion no later than 30 April 2031)
	




	Specific objectives and expected results

	Objective of the EEA Financial Mechanism 2021–2028
	
The EEA Financial Mechanism 2021–2028 contributes to reducing economic and social disparities in the European Economic Area and to strengthening relations between Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, and Poland.

The EEA Financial Mechanism 2021–2028 supports the European green transition, democracy, the rule of law, human rights, as well as social inclusion and resilience.

Support under the EEA Financial Mechanism 2021–2028 is based on the common values and principles of respect for human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law, and respect for human rights, including the rights of persons belonging to minorities. All activities funded under the EEA Financial Mechanism 2021–2028 must comply with the respect for these values and principles.


	Programme Objective
	The main objective of the Programme is is to increase participation in culture and diversity in arts and culture, and to support the sustainable development of local cultural heritage. The Programme is based on two pillars: support for the renovation and promotion of tangible and intangible cultural heritage (Outcome 1), and support for increased access to, and participation in, a diverse arts and culture scene (Outcome 2).
Under this call, support will be provided to projects falling under Outcome 1, which aims to revitalise cultural heritage and ensure its sustainable management with strong local involvement. Projects supported under the call will contribute to the preservation, restoration and adaptive reuse of cultural heritage, while enhancing its accessibility and relevance for contemporary communities. They are expected to adopt a comprehensive approach, integrating both tangible and intangible elements of cultural heritage and promoting their role as drivers of local development, education and cultural exchange.
Particular emphasis will be placed on participatory approaches that actively involve local stakeholders in heritage management, foster a sense of ownership and strengthen social cohesion. Multi-stakeholder approach is promoted, through the encouragement of  cooperation between, among others, state institutions, local governments, cultural institutions, non-governmental organisations, schools, higher education institutions and international partners. This approach will strengthen local cooperation networks and ensure that the projects implemented respond to the needs of local communities.
The Culture Programme protects and promotes the values and principles set out in Article 1.3 of the Regulation on the implementation of the EEA Financial Mechanism, while remaining in line with international and European human rights standards. In this context, special attention will be paid to freedom of artistic and cultural expression, social cohesion, cultural diversity, civic engagement and sustainable management of cultural heritage.
All projects should be aligned with the core values of the EEA and Norway Grants. They will be required to respect the principles of equal opportunities and accessibility, while promoting social inclusion, democratic participation and the involvement of disadvantaged and underrepresented groups. In particular, projects are encouraged to support broad access to culture, strengthen the local cultural sector, and build social cohesion in smaller and less developed towns.
The Programme also responds to environmental, digital and demographic challenges. Projects under Outcome 1 should contribute to strengthening the resilience of cultural heritage to environmental and human-induced threats, including climate change, through sustainable and innovative practices. The Programme also supports civic education, the strengthening of local communities, the development of cultural institutions, the protection of heritage and the creation of inclusive spaces conducive to cooperation and dialogue. Strengthening the local cultural sector will also be an important element of the intervention.


	Objective and Scope of this Call
	Focus of Supported Projects
Projects selected for funding shall focus on the following areas:

1. Comprehensive use of cultural heritage: Cultural heritage sites and related traditions require integrated support in order to remain relevant, accessible and meaningful for contemporary local communities. Many heritage buildings, movable heritage items and expressions of intangible cultural heritage require not only preservation or restoration, but also a new or renewed function that responds to current social, educational and cultural needs.

Projects supported under the present call will therefore adopt a comprehensive approach to cultural heritage. They will combine the conservation, renovation, revitalisation and adaptive reuse of tangible cultural heritage with activities aimed at safeguarding, promoting and transmitting intangible cultural heritage, including local traditions, knowledge, practices skills and crafts.

2. Participation and social inclusion: Access to culture and heritage remains uneven, especially in smaller and less developed areas and among groups facing social, economic, digital or other forms of exclusion. Cultural heritage can become a genuine resource for local development only when local communities are actively involved in defining its meaning, use and future role.

Projects supported under the present call will therefore be expected to apply participatory methods and create inclusive, accessible spaces for cultural, educational and social engagement. Cultural and educational offers developed under the projects should be prepared with the active participation of local communities and should respond to the needs of different groups of users, including vulnerable and underrepresented groups.

3. Multi-stakeholder partnership: The sustainable management of cultural heritage requires cooperation between different actors, as individual institutions often do not have sufficient resources, expertise or networks to address complex local challenges on their own. Strong partnerships can improve the quality of projects, strengthen local ownership and ensure that cultural heritage is managed in a way that reflects the needs and expectations of the community.

Projects supported under the present call will therefore be implemented with the active involvement of diverse stakeholders. These may include local governments, non-governmental organisations, cultural institutions, schools, higher education institutions and community groups, such as young people, families, seniors, and national and ethnic minorities. Such partnerships should contribute to better project preparation, implementation and long-term sustainability.

4. Competence development: Local cultural actors need stronger professional capacities to manage cultural heritage in a sustainable, participatory and resilient manner. This includes not only conservation-related knowledge, but also skills in communication, audience development, partnership management, fundraising, digital tools, environmental standards and crisis preparedness.

Projects supported under the present call will therefore include activities aimed at strengthening the competences of the Applicant/the infrastructure operator, project partners and other relevant stakeholders. Capacity-building measures may cover sustainable heritage management, stakeholder engagement, modern educational methods, digital solutions, environmentally friendly tools and approaches supporting the long-term development of cultural institutions.

5. Green transition: Cultural heritage is increasingly exposed to the effects of climate change, while many heritage buildings require solutions that improve their energy performance without compromising their cultural value. At the same time, cultural institutions need to adapt their operations to modern environmental standards and to reduce their environmental impact.

Projects supported under the present call will therefore contribute to the green transition by improving energy efficiency and implementing measures aimed at mitigating or adapting to the effects of climate change. In the case of historic buildings, such measures should be designed and implemented with due respect for their heritage value and in accordance with the applicable conservation requirements.

6. Resilience: Cultural institutions and heritage sites are increasingly vulnerable to natural disasters, climate-related risks, cybersecurity threats and other human-induced threats. In many cases, there is a need to strengthen preventive approaches, develop risk management procedures and improve the ability of institutions to respond effectively to crisis situations.

Projects supported under the present call will therefore enhance the resilience of cultural institutions and cultural heritage sites. They may include the development of crisis-response mechanisms, long-term protection or management plans, preventive conservation practices, staff training, improved preparedness for natural and human-induced threats, and measures aimed at strengthening cybersecurity.

	Expected results
	Outcome 1 will strengthen capacities for the preservation, adaptive reuse, promotion and sustainable management of cultural heritage.
Expected results include:
· restored and revitalised multifunctional cultural spaces offering inclusive cultural and educational activities, developed with the participation of local communities, including vulnerable and underrepresented groups;
· increased visibility and use of intangible cultural heritage, and stronger protection of local traditions, knowledge and practices;
· strengthened local identity, social cohesion and community engagement through the promotion of cultural heritage as a shared resource;
· enhanced cooperation among local governments, NGOs, cultural institutions, educational institutions and community groups, leading to broader participation and more responsive cultural offers;
· improved resilience of heritage institutions to climate-related and human-induced threats;
· enhanced staff capacities in sustainable heritage management, crisis response, communication, and the use of digital and environmentally friendly tools;
· strengthened local and international partnerships supporting knowledge exchange and transfer of good practices.
In the application for funding, the applicant should indicate which indicators the project will contribute to, and specify the target value achieved as a result of the project implementation for each selected indicator.





	
	

	Indicator name
	Unit of measurement

	Number of revitalised cultural heritage sites used as local cultural or community spaces
	pieces (pcs.)

	Number of participants that attended cultural, educational or community activities at supported cultural heritage sites
	Number of persons per year

	Number of cultural heritage sites restored
	pcs.

	Number of jobs created or sustained 
	Full-Time Equivalent (FTE)

	Number of movable cultural heritage items restored
	pcs.

	Number of cultural heritage sites restored with climate change mitigation or adaptation measures
	pcs.

	Number of expressions of intangible cultural heritage preserved
	pcs.

	Number of projects designed and implemented with the active participation of the local community 
	pcs.

	Number of sites, items, or intangible cultural heritage made digitally accessible
	pcs.

	Number of cultural heritage management plans developed
	pcs.

	Number of events held in revitalised cultural heritage sites
	pcs.


	Eligible applicants and project partners 

	
Eligible applicants
	
Eligible Applicants

Eligible applicants established in Poland:
1. Local government units applying for funding on behalf of local government-run cultural institutions*; 
2. Local government –run cultural institutions; 
3. Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) operating in the cultural sector** 

Applicants from cities with more than 500,000 inhabitants shall not be eligible. for funding.

*  i.e. a “governing body” (also referred to as an organiser or supervising authority), meaning a local or regional government entity that establishes and oversees a cultural institution. Such entities may submit project applications on behalf of the cultural institutions they govern, including assuming responsibility for project implementation and compliance with funding requirements.

** The eligibility of a non-governmental organisation as operating in the cultural sector will be verified on the basis of its statutes. This condition will be considered fulfilled if cultural activity is explicitly indicated in the statute as part of the organisation’s scope of activities. The non-governmental organisation should have been operating for at least 12 months preceding the date of submission of the application..


	Eligible partners from Poland
	
Eligible entities established in Poland as legal person:

1. National and co-run cultural institutions; 
2. Local government units;  on behalf of local government-run cultural institutions; 
3. Local government-run cultural institutions; 
4. Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) operating in the cultural sector*; 
5.  Schools** and  higher schools / universities . 

* The eligibility of a non-governmental organisation as operating in the cultural sector will be verified on the basis of its statutes. This condition will be considered fulfilled if cultural activity is explicitly indicated in the statute as part of the organisation’s scope of activities.
** Given the specific nature of these entities, they are not required to have separate legal personality. They operate as organisational units and act in the name and on behalf of their governing body.

A signed partnership agreement (prepared in accordance with the Guidelines constituting Annex No. 8) is required at the stage of application submission.


	Eligible partners from the Donor States
	Eligible Partners from the Donor States (Iceland, Liechtenstein, and Norway)

Eligible partners from the Donor States (established in one of the aforementioned countries): Any public or private entity, commercial or non-commercial, as well as a non-governmental organisation (NGO), established as a legal entity in one of the Donor States. 

Natural persons are not eligible as partners. 

At the stage of application submission, a letter of intent is required (including a division of responsibilities and a budget for the project partner, prepared in accordance with the Template provided in Annex No. 9 “Templates of Annexes”). A signed partnership agreement (prepared in accordance with the template set out in Annex No. 9) is prerequisite for  signing the project contract.


	Eligible partners from other eligible countries.
	Eligible partners from Poland, the Beneficiary States or Ukraine, having their registered office, respectively, in Poland, a Beneficiary State or Ukraine):
1. National and co-run cultural institutions; 
2. Local government units;  on behalf of local government-run cultural institutions; 
3. Local government-run cultural institutions; 
4. Non-governmental organisations (NGOs); operating in the cultural sector; 
5. Schools and  higher schools / universities. 

At the stage of application submission, a letter of intent is required (including required a division of responsibilities and a budget for the project partner, prepared in accordance with the Template provided in Annex No. 9 “Templates of Annexes”). A signed partnership agreement (prepared in accordance with the Guidelines constituting Annex No. 8) is prerequisite to  signing the project contract.




	Cooperation

	What is a project partner?
	A project partner is an entity indicated in the application, which implements the project with the Applicant (and, where applicable, other partners) under the terms set out in the partnership agreement*. Partner contributes to the project human, organisational, technical, or financial resources, without which the project could not be successfully implemented.
Project partners participate in the implementation of the project covered by the application exclusively within the scope of soft activities. Hard activities are carried out solely by the Applicant (soft and hard activities are described in detail in the section entitled Eligible Activities). The partner may not incur or claim any costs related to hard measures.
The principle of partnership requires that individual partners are involved in the project from the stage of preparing the application and remain bound by a partnership agreement regulating the scope of their responsibilities and mutual obligations. However, regardless of the partners’ mutual commitments, the Applicant remains responsible for the proper implementation of the project.
* For partners from Poland, the partnership agreement constitutes a mandatory annex to the application. For partners from the Donor States, Beneficiary States from EEA Grants or Ukraine, the partnership agreement shall be submitted no later than prior to the signature of the project contract.


	Partnership with entities from the Donor States
	Partnership with a partner from the Donor State(s) is not mandatory under this call.
Partnership with a partner from the Donor State(s) will be awarded additional points during the substantive (qualitative) assessment.




	Eligible Activities

	

Thematic scope of activities
	
Projects must concern tangible and/or intangible cultural heritage. Support may be granted to projects involving construction works, conservation works, and restoration works related to:
· immovable monuments (immovable monuments shall be understood as buildings* 
· entered in the register of historic monuments maintained by the competent Voivodeship Conservator of Monuments) or in the museum inventory; 
· included in the municipal or voivodeship inventory of historic monuments 
· not included in the inventory of historic monuments, but possessing documented historical, artistic and/or scientific value, confirmed by a reliable, comprehensive and iconographically supported expert or conservation opinion); 

· all other buildings* intended for the protection and promotion of intangible cultural heritage and/or movable tangible cultural heritage (i.e. movable monuments entered in the register maintained by the Voivodeship Conservator of Monuments, library collections included in the National Library Resource, and museum objects included in museum inventories). 
Projects shall aim at the establishment of a modern, cultural institution (applicable to projects submitted by local government units on behalf of local government-run cultural institutions or by local government cultural institutions) or community activity centres** (applicable to projects submitted by non-governmental organisations operating in the cultural sector).
Infrastructure-related activities should form part of a broader project approach rather than be implemented as isolated interventions. They should combine heritage preservation with capacity-building and community-oriented measures, in order to ensure the long-term use, accessibility and sustainable management of the supported heritage.

* A building - structure permanently attached to the ground, separated from space by building partitions, and having foundations and a roof (in accordance with the Act of 7 July 1994 – Construction Law, Journal of Laws of 2025, item 418).
** Community activity centre: any place that attracts people due to the cultural activities conducted there These are spaces supporting social integration and activation through practical workshops, joint activities (e.g. participation in cultural events), and the development of shared passions and interests.


	Geographical scope of activities
	Place of project implementation: Poland, excluding cities with a population exceeding 500,000 inhabitants.
Within the framework of soft activities related to cooperation with partners from the Donor States, Beneficiary States or Ukraine, exchanges and study visits outside Poland  are eligible.



	Activities eligible for support
	Types of eligible activities within projects
DIRECT PROJECT COSTS:
Hard activities:
1. Conservation works and restoration work related to immovable monuments or non-listed buildings. 
· Conservation work – activities aimed at securing and preserving the substance of a building, preventing further deterioration, and documenting these activities. 
· Restoration work  – activities aimed at exposing the artistic and aesthetic values of a building, including, where necessary, the reconstruction or completion of its parts, and documenting these activities. 
2. Construction work related to immovable monuments or non-listed buildings.
Construction works within the meaning of the Construction Law; however, the construction of entirely new buildings is not eligible. 
3. Supervision of conservation work, restoration work, and construction work. 
4. Conservation of movable heritage, including movable monuments entered in the register maintained by the Voivodeship Conservator of Monuments, library collections included in the National Library Resource, and museum objects included in museum inventories. 
5. Purchase of equipment or furnishings necessary for achieving the project objectives, i.e. the establishment of a modern cultural institution or community activity centres. 
6. Digital scanning of the project subject (immovable monuments or non-listed buildings) for the purpose of enabling virtual tours. 
7. Digitisation of movable heritage, including movable monuments entered in the register maintained by the Voivodeship Conservator of Monuments, library collections included in the National Library Resource, and museum objects included in museum inventories, as well as making them available online[footnoteRef:3].  [3:  Digitization must obligatorily cover movable monuments, book collections and museum items that have been conserved as part of the project] 

8. Works in the immediate surroundings of the immovable monument or non-listed building, including infrastructure-related and landscape works, such as maintenance or revitalisation of greenery, development or revitalisation of open spaces, installation of park furniture and other small architectural elements, construction or improvement of paths, access routes and lighting, as well as installation of equipment or furnishings and other works corresponding to the types of hard measures listed above. Surrounding area:
· for monuments entered in the register maintained by the Voivodeship Conservator of Monuments: the area around or adjacent to the immovable monument, as designated in the decision on entry in the register of historic monuments maintained by the Voivodeship Conservator of Monuments;
· for other historic buildings (i.e. buildings included in a museum inventory, included in the municipal or voivodeship inventory of historic monuments, or not included in the inventory of historic monuments but possessing documented historical, artistic and/or scientific value): the area designated in the immediate surroundings of the historic building, functionally related to it, and designated in order to protect the visual qualities of the monument and to protect it against the harmful effects of external factors;
·  for non-historic buildings: the area designated in the immediate surroundings of the building, functionally related to it, and necessary for the implementation of the project assumptions and objectives.
For the purposes of this call, hard measures shall be understood in accordance with Section 3.7 “Hard measures and soft measures” of the Financial Guidance: Guidance on financial management under the EEA and Norwegian Financial Mechanisms 2021–2028. In line with this definition, hard measures include infrastructure and equipment where the investment is made in order to achieve the project objectives.
This means that hard measures are not limited to construction works, but may also include, where relevant, the purchase of equipment, furnishings, technical infrastructure, tools, IT equipment, digitisation-related infrastructure or other fixed assets necessary for the implementation of the project and for achieving its intended results. Software may be treated as equipment where it is necessary for the functioning of, or forms an integral part of, another fixed asset purchased from the project budget and acquired for the purpose of achieving the project objectives.
At the same time, equipment or other assets purchased and used exclusively for project management purposes, and which do not otherwise contribute to the achievement of the project objectives, shall not be counted as hard measures for the purposes of compliance with requirements concerning infrastructure and equipment. The classification of a given expenditure as a hard measure shall therefore depend on its direct contribution to the substantive objectives of the project.

Hard activities listed under point 1) and/or 2) as well as activity 3) are mandatory.
The cost of hard activities shall constitute at least 50% and up to 75% of the project's eligible cost
Soft activities:
9. Information and communication activities (aimed at promoting the EEA Financial Mechanism, 4th edition, i.e. promoting the project's funding sources – EEA funds). 
10. Capacity building of the staff ot the applicant / operator of the infrastructure covered by the project. 
11. Educational activities aimed at the local community and visitors regarding the necessity of heritage protection, local identity, links between culture and health, and digital competences (including lectures, workshops, classes, seminars, conferences, showcases). 
12. Activities promoting project results aimed at increasing the visibility of the supported cultural heritage, increasing the visibility of the funded institution and its activities resulting from the project implementation (including promotional campaigns (on the Internet, social media, posters, radio and TV advertisements), social initiatives, cultural events). 
13. [bookmark: _Hlk233965288]Activities related to the preservation and promotion of traditions, customs, rituals and traditional crafts
14. Production of films and audio materials promoting the funded intangible heritage (the developed materials will be made available during the project sustainability period). 
15. Activities related to strenghtening cooperation with partners. 

Soft activity 9) is mandatory. Each project  shall  include at least two activities from among points 10)–15).
The cost of soft  activities shall constitute at least 25% of the total eligible project costs. 
Management costs:
16. Remuneration of persons directly involved in the implementation of the project, including salaries, social security contributions and other mandatory employment-related costs forming part of remuneration, as well as travel, accommodation and meal costs of persons directly involved in the implementation of the project
The amount of management costs may not exceed 8% of the total project value; costs exceeding this limit shall be considered ineligible.
Within the project's eligible costs, there are also INDIRECT COSTS, which are described in detail in the section entitled "Eligible expenditures".


	Activities not eligible for support
	Activities that are not necessary for achieving the project objectives and its expected results.




	Eligible Expenditure and Forms of Grants

	
Eligibility period of expenditure
	
Expenditure eligibility period 
· The eligibility period for expenditure begins on the date of the decision of the Minister of Culture and National Heritage to award funding.The final date of expenditure eligibility is 30 April 2031. 
The expenditure eligibility period shall be specified individually for each project in the project contract.


	Eligible expenditure
	General rules on the eligibility of expenditure
Eligible expenditure under the project comprises expenditure incurred by the Beneficiary or a project partner — in the case of a project partner, only in respect of soft measures and, where applicable, the corresponding management and indirect costs — and necessary for the achievement of the project objective or objectives of the project.provided that it:
· has been incurred between the first and the final date of eligibility, in accordance with the time frame specified in the project contract; 
· complies with applicable legal provisions, including rules on State aid, where relevant; 
· complies with the project contract and the Regulation on the implementation of the EEA Financial Mechanism 2021–2028, as well as with any other procedures to which the Beneficiary has committed under the project contract; 
· is directly linked to the subject of the project contract, included in the project budget, necessary for the achievement of the project objectives, and incurred in connection with project implementation; 
· has been incurred in a transparent, reasonable, and efficient manner, in accordance with the principles of economy, effectiveness, and efficiency; 
· has been duly documented in accordance with the Regulation on the implementation of the EEA Financial Mechanism 2021–2028; 
· has been demonstrated in the project implementation/completion report; 
· relates to goods delivered, services provided, or works carried out, including advance payments. 

Eligible expenditure under the project shall include costs necessary for achieving the project objectives and expected results:
· Direct project costs, i.e. costs of hard and soft activities and management costs of the project; 
Indirect costs, i.e. all eligible costs that cannot be attributed directly to the project. They may not include any direct eligible costs. Indirect costs constitute a proportionate share of the general overhead costs of the Beneficiary and/or the project partners. The methods for calculating indirect costs are set out in Article 8.5 of the Regulation. Indirect costs are determined at a flat rate of 3% of the total eligible direct costs.
Direct costs include:
• conservation works, restoration works and construction works;
• supervision of conservation works, restoration works and construction works;
• conservation of movable heritage assets, book collections and museum objects;
• purchase of equipment or furnishings;
• digital scanning of the project subject
• digitisation of movable heritage assets, book collections and museum objects;
• works in the immediate surroundings 
• information and promotion activities;
• management costs;
• capacity building of the staff ot the applicant / operator of the infrastructure covered by the project.
• educational activities;
• activities promoting the project results;
• activities related to traditions, customs, rituals and traditional crafts;
• production of films and audio materials promoting the funded intangible heritage;
• activities related to cooperation with partners.
Indirect costs include:
• remuneration costs of persons not directly involved in the implementation of the project, including salaries, social security contributions and other mandatory employment-related costs forming part of remuneration;
• costs of materials and services necessary for the functioning of the project;
• financial charges (e.g. notarial fees, bank charges for opening and maintaining an account);
• costs of renting office space or premises for project purposes.
[bookmark: _Hlk230694528]VAT may be considered eligible expenditure to the extent that it cannot be deducted or refunded, even where such a possibility exists only potentially. The eligibility of VAT will be assessed on the basis of a declaration. Voluntary work may be considered an eligible expenditure only in relation to non-governmental organisations, up to a maximum of 50% of the own contribution. The value of volunteer work in a given project is calculated based on: 
- for entities from Poland: a unit rate (1 hour of volunteer work), equal to 1/168 of the minimum wage, i.e. 1/168 * PLN 4,806 = PLN 28.61 per hour of volunteer work.
- for entities from Donor States, other Beneficairy States and Ukraine the same method should be used i.e. 1/168 of the minimum wage per hour.  Where the minimum wage does not apply in the country concerned, the exact amount shall be agreed between the Applicant and the Partner and specified in the partnership agreement.
Additional requirements regarding buildings:
· holding a legal title entitling the Applicant to implement the project and subsequently use* the building or buildings covered by the project in the manner described in the grant application for a period of at least five years from the completion of the project**, or for ten years from the date of signing the project contract in the case of projects subject to State aidensuring appropriate insurance of all buildings being the subject of the project against losses such as fire, theft, and other standard insurable events both during the project implementation and for at least 5 years after its completion or 10 years after the signing of the project contract
securing adequate funds for the maintenance of the buildings being the subject of the project for at least 5 years after the completion of the project or 10 years after the signing of the project contract. Detailed methods of fulfilling this obligation will be specified in the funding agreement.* the Applicant or, where the application is submitted by a local government unit on behalf of a local government cultural institution, that cultural institution.
** understood as the approval by the Programme Operator of the final project implementation report.

· Additional requirements regarding the eligibility of costs for the purchase of equipment and furnishings:
· where new or used equipment is purchased, only the depreciation corresponding to the duration of the project and the actual use for the project may be considered eligible; 
· where the full purchase price of equipment is considered eligible, the Beneficiary shall: 
· retain ownership of the equipment for at least 5 years after project completion or 10 years after the signing of the project contract (for projects subject to State aid) and use it for the project purposes during that period; 
· adequately insure the equipment against risks such as fire, theft, or other insurable events, both during project implementation and for at least 5 years after completion or 10 years after the signing of the project contract (for projects subject to State aid); 
· allocate appropriate resources for the maintenance of the equipment for at least 5 years after project completion* or 10 years after the signing of the project contract (for projects subject to State aid).
* understood as the approval by the Programme Operator of the final report on project implementation

It must be demonstrated that the costs included in the application for funding meet all of the following eligibility requirements:
· the cost calculation in the project budget is complete (i.e. all direct project costs are supported by cost estimates such as investment cost estimates, price quotations, or market analyses, or result from already concluded contracts – mandatory annexes to the application); 
· the cost calculation has been prepared no earlier than 6 months prior to the submission of the application (applies to cost estimates, price quotations, and market analyses); 
· costs are correctly assigned to the categories of hard and soft activities,  management costs as defined in the section Eligible Activities; 
· the maximum grant amount does not exceed EUR 3.5 million; 
· the minimum grant amount is not less than EUR 1 million; 
· at least 50% and no more than 75% of the total eligible costs is allocated to hard activities; 
· at least 25% of the total eligible costs is allocated to soft activities; 
· indirect costs are determinet at a flat rate 3% of the eligible direct project costs; 
· the requested grant does not exceed 85% (for applications submitted by local government cultural institutions or local government units on behalf of local government cultural institutions) or 95% (for applications submitted by non-governmental organizations) of the total eligible project expenditure depending on the type of applicant (or the amount resulting from the calculation of the maximum aid intensity– for projects implemented under the state aid regime)
· management costs may not exceed 8% of the total project value; any costs exceeding this limit shall be considered ineligible.


	Limits on certain categories of expenditure
	Expenditure category
	Limits (maximum % of eligible project expenditure)

	
	Indirect costs
	3% of the eligible direct project costs

	
	Hard activities
	At least 50% and up to 75% of the project's eligible cost

	
	Soft activities
	At least 25% of the total eligible project costs


	
	Management costs
	Max. 8% of the total project value

	
	
	

	
Non-eligible expenditure
	
Non-eligible expenditure (additional restrictions to the Regulation on the implementation of the EEA Financial Mechanism 2021–2028):
· costs related to infrastructure works and/or the purchase of equipment and furnishings for purposes other than the establishment of a modern cultural institution or community activity centres; 
· costs of the purchase of real estate; 
· construction of entirely new buildings; 
· in-kind contributions (with the exception of volunteer work, which is permitted for non-governmental organisations), 
· voluntary work (for entities other than non-governmental organizations) 
· VAT, where it is recoverable under applicable legislation; 
· costs already financed from other sources (double funding).


	Forms/methods of grant disbursement
	Incurred eligible costs, with indirect costs calculated using a flat rate. Payments may take the form of an advance payment or reimbursement.


	
	Expenditure category
	Form of grant
	Calculation method

	
	Direct project costs (i.e. costs related to hard and soft activities, management costs )
	Incurred cost
	At the grant application stage, the costs were calculated on the basis of cost estimates submitted as mandatory annexes to the grant application.

	
	Indirect project costs
	Flat rate
	3% of the total eligible direct project costs



	Financing conditions and reporting

	Forms of payment
	The disbursement of funding will take the form of advance payments, interim payments, and a final payment – reimbursement.
An application for advance payments may be submitted after the signing of the project contract.
The implementation of payments is reflected in the Planned Schedule for Funding.


	Reporting
	The project beneficiaries will inform the Programme Operator of the progress in the project implementation in the project implementation reports and the project completion report. 
The deadlines for the submission of reports shall be specified in the project contract.


	
	% of funding
	Payment conditions
	Payment deadline

	Advance payment
	60% of the co-financing, provided that its amount does not exceed PLN 10 million
	Signing of the project contract
	40 working days

	Interim payments
	in accordance with the material financial progress of the project implementation
	Approval of the project interim report by the PO
	30 working days

	Final payment - reimbursement
	At least 10%
	Approval of the project final report by the PO
	30 working days

	
	



	State aid

	
State aid scheme applied under the call
	
Aid will be granted on the basis of Commission Regulation (EU) No 651/2014 of 17 June 2014, declaring certain categories of aid compatible with the internal market in application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty, and the Regulation of the Minister of Culture and National Heritage of 11 December 2025 on granting State aid under the “Culture” Programme and State aid for strengthening bilateral relations between the Beneficiary States and the Donor States under the Bilateral Relations Fund for the purposes of implementing the “Culture” Programme, financed from the European Economic Area Financial Mechanism or the Norwegian Financial Mechanism 2021–2028


	State aid
	For projects implemented under the State aid regime (to be verified on the basis of the State aid test), it will be necessary to submit, together with the application for funding:
1. Specification of the maximum grant amount for the project – investment aid; 
2. Specification of the maximum amount – operating aid; 
3. Information referred to in Article 37 of the Act of 30 April 2004 on proceedings in matters concerning State aid, in accordance with the template set out in the Regulation of the Council of Ministers of 8 April 2026 amending the regulation on the scope of information to be provided by an entity applying for aid other than de minimis aid or de minimis aid in agriculture or fisheries




	[bookmark: _Hlk209091931]Submission of applications for funding

	

Submission of applications for funding
	
1. In order to submit an application for funding, the Applicant shall: 
· possess a qualified electronic signature; 
· use electronic communication tools, i.e. the e-delivery system i.e. e-Doręczenia. 
2. The application for funding shall: 
· be prepared using the appropriate form (Annex No 1 to the Call for Proposals); 
· be completed in all required fields in accordance with the Application Form Completion Guidelines (Annex No 10 to the Call for Proposals);
· signed with a qualified electronic signature by a person authorised to represent the Applicant (or another person – in which case the relevant authorisation must be attached to the application). 
3. All mandatory annexes are required to be attached to the application form (in accordance with the List of Annexes – Annex No 2 to the Call for Proposals). 
4. The application for funding, i.e. the application form and all required annexes, shall be submitted in one copy. 
5. The annexes to the application for funding, including the required declarations, constitute an integral part of the application. 
6. Each annex submitted with the application for funding shall be: 
· signed with a qualified electronic signature by a person authorised to represent  the Applicant or the Partner (in the case of annexes relating to the Partner) ; or 
· submitted as a scanned copy and signed with a qualified electronic signature by a person authorised to represent the Applicant (or another person – in which case the relevant authorisation must be attached to the application), certifying that the digital copy is a true representation of the original paper document. 
These requirements do not apply to annexes submitted in editable format.


	Method of submission of the application for funding
	Application Submission Method
1. The application for funding, including the application form and all annexes, shall be submitted to the Programme Operator via the e-Doręczenia address:  AE:PL-30774-76874-CWDEJ-21, as a single case in the e-Doręczenia system. In the event that the application form and annexes are submitted in multiple cases within the e-Delivery system, only the case containing the application form shall be subject to assessment. 
2. The application will be considered only if it is submitted within the application submission period, i.e. by 31 December 2026 at 23:59:59.The deadline for submission shall be deemed to have been met if the application for funding, i.e. the application form and annexes, is delivered before its expiry to the Programme Operator’s electronic delivery address (i.e. the e-Doręczenia address:  AE:PL-30774-76874-CWDEJ-21).  
3. Applications submitted by means other than those specified in this Call shall not be subject to assessment. 
4. The Applicant may withdraw the submitted application for funding at any time during the project selection procedure. The withdrawal must be notified in writing to the Programme Operator, who shall promptly confirm receipt of the withdrawal. During the call period, it is possible to resubmit an application for funding.


	Restrictions on the submission of applications
	Each Applicant is allowed to submit one application for funding under this call.
In the event that more than one application is submitted, only the  first application submitted to the Programme Operator shall be subject to assessment. Any subsequent applications shall not be evaluated, and the Applicant shall be informed accordingly by the Programme Operator.




	Procedure for the assessment and selection of projects

	
General informations
	
Evaluation and Selection Procedure
1. The assessment of projects shall be carried out in accordance with the Regulation on the implementation of the EEA Financial Mechanism 2021–2028 (hereinafter: the Regulation) and the Guidelines on the selection procedure for competitive projects under the EEA Financial Mechanism 2021–2028 and the Norwegian Financial Mechanism 2021–2028 (hereinafter: the Selection Guidelines). 
2. The provisions of the Code of Administrative Procedure (CAP) shall not apply to the procedure for applying for and awarding grants, with the exception of provisions concerning the exclusion of authority staff (Article 24(1) and (2) CAP) and the calculation of time limits (Article 57(1)–(4) CAP). For the delivery of documents as referred to in Article 39 CAP, the provisions of Chapter 8 of Section I of the CAP shall apply. 
3. The project assessment shall be carried out in two stages and shall consist of: 
· a formal assessment (a Yes/No assessment based on the formal requirements, comprising formal criteria and eligibility criteria); anda substantive assessment  based on two types of selection criteria: criteria assessed on a Yes/No basis and point-based criteria
4. Formal requirements – the formal and eligibility criteria referred to in Article 7.6(1) of the Regulation, relating, inter alia, to completeness, form, submission deadline, and eligibility of the Applicant or partner, including exclusion criteria, shall be verified by determining whether a given criterion is fulfilled or not. 
5. Selection criteria – criteria enabling the assessment of the project described in the application for funding (hereinafter: the application), the selection of projects for funding, and the conclusion of the project contract.  Selection criteria are divided into:
· Yes/No selection criteria for which a “No” assessment in at least one criterion results in a negative assessment of the application; in such a case, the application is not assessed under scored selection criteria;
· Scored selection criteria, under which points are awarded.  The number of points awarded determines the project’s position on the ranking list. Where projects receive the same score, their position on the ranking list is determined by the tie-breaking criteria identified among the selection criteria.
6. The assessment of whether a given project meets the formal requirements and the project selection criteria is carried out on the basis of the application (the application form and annexes). This does not preclude the use of clarifications provided by the Applicant during formal assessment procedure or information concerning the Applicant or the project obtained by the assessors (experts) by other means. The obtaining of clarifications and information from the Applicant is documented, and the use of information obtained by other means is indicated in the justification of the assessment.
7. The purpose of the call for proposals is to select for funding projects that have met the formal requirements, have met all the selection criteria  assessed on a Yes/No basis, and have met the selection criteria to the greatest extent.

	
Formal assessment
	
Formal Assessment

1. The formal assessment is a YES/NO assessment, meaning that the verification of formal requirements (formal and eligibility) is carried out by determining whether a given condition is fulfilled or not. 

2. A project shall receive a positive formal assessment if it meets all formal requirements. 

3. The formal assessment shall last 30 working days (counted from the 5th day following the closure of the call until the date of the letter informing the Applicant of the outcome of the formal assessment). In justified cases (e.g. a very high number of applications), this period may be extended to ensure a reliable assessment of all submitted applications. In the event of changes to the timeline, the Programme Operator shall publish information on its website ( https://eeagrants.org/pl/poland/programmes/culture) informing on revised deadlines for the completion of specific stages of the assessment, together with justification. 

4. The formal assessment shall be carried out by two internal experts (employees of the Department of Funds and European Affairs of the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage), on the basis of the checklist constituting Annex No. 5 to the Call for Proposals. The experts operate within the Formal Assessment Committee (hereinafter: FAC), established by the Minister of Culture and National Heritage. 
5. The experts complete a joint checklist. In the event of discrepancies in the assessment (where one expert considers that a condition is fulfilled and the other does not), a third expert shall be appointed, whose assessment shall be decisive. 

6. At the stage of formal assessment, the application for funding:

a) shall not be subject to supplemtentation procedure under the following formal requirements:
1. The application for funding  was received by the Programme Operator within the deadline. 
2. The application was submitted using the appropriate form; 
3. The Applicant and Polish partners are eligible  to apply for funding

b) shall be subject to a supplementation  procedure (as described below) under the following requirements:
1. The application form has been duly completed. 
2. Completeness of documentation  (all mandatory annexes have been duly attached to the application for funding).  
3. The Applicant and Polish partners are not excluded from applying for funding.
4. The Applicant and the partners shall comply with Article 1.3.1 of the Regulation.
5. The project completion  date does not exceed the eligibility  end date for expenditure under the Programme. 
6. Compliance of the funding with State aid rules.

7. The time allocated for the supplemetation of the application shall not be included in the duration of the formal assessment. This period shall be calculated from the date of the letter from the Chair of the Formal Assessment Committee (FAC) to the Applicant until the receipt of the requested supplementations. 

8. Applications that: 

· meet all formal requirements shall receive a positive assessment and proceed to the substantive assessment; 
9. fail to meet at least one formal requirement (not subject to the supplementation procedure) shall be left without consideration, without requesting their supplementation; in such cases, the application shall not be assessed against the remaining formal requirements.fail to meet at least one formal requirement (subject to the supplementation procedure) shall receive a negative assessment and shall not proceed to substantive assessment; in such cases, the application shall be assessed against all the remaining formal requirements.Applicants shall be informed of the outcome of the formal assessment.

Procedure for the Clarification or Correction of the Application for Funding
1. During the formal assessment, the Applicant may be requested to clarify or correct the application for funding. The Applicant may do so only upon request from the Chair of the FAC. 

2. The Applicant may be invited to clarify or correct the application only once, exclusively at the stage of formal assessment and only with regard to those formal requirements subject to supplementation. 

3. The scope of changes made by the Applicant to the application and its annexes shall not exceed the request of the FAC.. 

4. The completion of missing mandatory annexes shall be carried out upon request from the FAC, no later than the deadline specified in the request (7 working days). 

5. Clarification or correction of the application is possible only where the FAC: 
· identifies the absence of a mandatory annex (in which case the Applicant will always be requested to provide it; non-mandatory annexes shall not be subject to such requests); or 
· is unable to clearly determine whether a formal requirement has been fulfilled, in particular due to inconsistencies between the application and its annexes or among the annexes themselves. 

6. Failure to meet a formal requirement shall not constitute grounds for requesting clarification or correction. The purpose of the assessment and selection procedure is not to guide Applicants on how to prepare their documentation to obtain a positive assessment; this responsibility lies entirely with the Applicant. 

7. Clarification or correction of the application is not possible in the following cases:
·  the application for funding was received by the Programme Operator within the deadline
·  the application for funding was submitted using the appropriate form
·  the Applicant and Polish partners are eligible to apply for funding

If any of the above requirements is not met, the application shall   be left without consideration and shall not be assessed against the remaining formal requirements at the formal assessment stage..
8. A uniform deadline of 7 working days shall apply to all Applicants for the submission of clarifications or corrections. 

9. The request for clarification or correction shall be sent to the Applicant via the e-Doręczenia delivery address indicated in the application form. The deadline specified in the request shall be calculated from the day following the date of  delivery of the request. 

10. The date of delivery shall be deemed to be the date indicated in the proof of receipt, i.e.: 
· the date of receipt of the correspondence (for non-public entities); 
· the date of delivery to the system (for public entities). 
The proof of receipt shall be issued after 14 days from the date of delivery of correspondence sent by a public entity to the electronic delivery address of a non-public entity, if the addressee has not collected it earlier.

11. The deadline for submitting clarifications or corrections shall be considered met if, no later than the last day of the deadline specified in the request, the corrected or completed application is delivered to the Programme Operator’s electronic delivery address (i.e. e-Doręczenia delivery address: AE:PL-30774-76874-CWDEJ-21.
 
12. If the FAC identifies an obvious error in the application, it may correct it ex officio or request the Applicant to correct it. Such a request may be combined with the request for clarification/correction or issued separately if no other corrections are required (under the same conditions). 

13. Failure to provide the requested clarifications or corrections, or failure to correct an obvious error within the specified deadline, shall result in a negative assessment. The same applies where the application is corrected in a manner inconsistent with the request or after the deadline.


Appeals Procedure

1. If an application for funding receives a negative formal assessment or is rejected without further assessment, the notification of the outcome shall include information on the possibility to lodge an appeal, in accordance with Chapter 5 of the Selection Guidelines, specifying: 
· the deadline for submitting the appeal; 
· the institution to which the appeal should be submitted; 
· the form and formal requirements of the appeal, as defined in Chapter 5 of the Selection Guidelines. 

2. Within 14 days from the delivery of the information on the results of the formal assessment, the Applicant may submit an appeal against the negative assessment or the decision to reject the application without further assessment. 

3. The deadline for submitting an appeal shall be considered met if the appeal is delivered before its expiry to the Programme Operator’s electronic delivery address (hereinafter: PO) (i.e. e-Doręczenia delivery address: AE:PL-30774-76874-CWDEJ-21). 

4. The appeal body shall be the National Focal Point – the Ministry of Development Funds and Regional Policy. Appeals shall be submitted to the National Focal Point (hereinafter: NFP) via the PO, which shall carry out a self-assessment of the initial evaluation. The appeals procedure shall follow Chapter 5 of the Selection Guidelines. 

5. The appeal shall include (in accordance with Chapter 5, point 4 of the Selection Guidelines):
a. identification of the Applicant;
b. the application number, if already assigned;
c. a statement contesting the outcome of the project assessment, including justification and reference to all unmet formal requirements indicated by the FAC;
d. the signature of the Applicant or an authorised representative, together with proof or a copy of authorisation where required, if the authorisation does not result from documents previously submitted to the PO or can be determined in accordance with point 5 of Chapter 2 of the Selection Guidelines. 

6. The Deputy Chair of the FAC (responsible for appeals verification) shall return the appeal to the Applicant and simultaneously request clarification or correction of the application if it is established that the Applicant was not properly invited to clarify or correct the application during the formal assessment stage. In such a case, the formal assessment shall be repeated. 

7. If, despite proper instruction, the appeal is submitted:
· after the deadline; or 
· without fulfilling the requirements specified in point 5(c), 
the appeal shall be rejected without further consideration. In such cases, no further remedies shall be available.

8. If the appeal contains deficiencies or obvious errors, the Deputy Chair of the FAC shall: 
· request the Applicant to complete or correct it within 7 days from receipt of the request, under penalty of rejection; or 
· inform the Applicant of the possibility to lodge an appeal, if it is determined that the Applicant was not properly informed of this right. In such a case, the Applicant may submit an appeal within 14 days from receipt of this information. 

9. Completion of the appeal may only concern the formal requirements specified in point 5(a), (b), and (d) of this section. 

10. Requests to complete the appeal shall be sent to the e-Doręczenia delivery address indicated in the application. 

11. A request to complete the appeal shall suspend the time limit referred to in point 14 until the appeal is completed. 

12. The Applicant may withdraw the appeal at any time before its examination by the NFP. Withdrawal shall be made by submitting a written statement to the PO. In such cases: 
· the PO shall leave the appeal without consideration and inform the Applicant in writing; 
· if the appeal has already been forwarded to the NFP, the PO shall transmit the withdrawal statement, and the NFP shall also leave the appeal without consideration and inform both the Applicant and the PO. 

13. Once withdrawn, the appeal cannot be resubmitted. 

14. Within 21 days of receiving the appeal, the PO shall review the assessment with regard to the contested formal requirements and shall: 
· uphold the appeal and amend its decision, resulting in the project being forwarded to the substantive assessment stage, and inform the Applicant accordingly; or 
· reject the appeal and forward it, together with the documentation and its position, to the NFP, informing the Applicant in writing. 

15. The NFP shall examine the appeal within 21 days from its receipt, verifying the correctness of the assessment with regard to the contested formal requirements. 

16. The NFP shall inform the Applicant in writing of the outcome of the appeal, including the decision to uphold or reject it, together with justification. 
17. If the appeal is upheld, the NFP shall refer the project to the appropriate stage of assessment and may indicate further actions to be taken by the PO. 

18. If the appeal is rejected by the NFP, no further remedies shall be available to the Applicant. 

19. The PO shall inform the Applicant in writing of the outcome of the repeated formal assessment following an upheld appeal and: 
· in the case of a positive result, forward the project to the next stage of assessment; 
· in the case of a negative result, include information on the possibility to lodge an appeal.



	Substantive assessment
	Substantive Assessment

1. The substantive assessment comprises criteria assessed on a Yes/No basis and score-based criteria, where points are awarded for each relevant selection criterion. 

2. In the case of selection criteria:
· for criteria assessed on a Yes/No basis, a finding that at least one criterion is not met results in a negative assessment of the application; in such a case, the application is not assessed under scored selection criteria;
· for score-based criteria, a score of 0 points under a given criterion does not result in a negative assessment of the application, unless the application fails to achieve the minimum number of points specified in the Call for Proposals.

3. The substantive assessment shall last 50 working days, counted from the date of publication on the Programme Operator’s website (https://eeagrants.org/pl/poland/programmes/culture) of the list of applications admitted to substantive assessment until the date of approval of the Substantive Assessment Report (prepared following the meeting of the Expert Committee). In justified cases (e.g. a very high number of applications), this period may be extended. Any changes to the timetable shall be published by the Programme Operator on its website ( https://eeagrants.org/pl/poland/programmes/culture), together with justification. 

4. The substantive assessment shall be carried out by two impartial experts, including:
· at least one external independent expert, nominated by the National Heritage Institute or the National Institute for Museums and Public Collections, depending on the scope and subject matter of the project; and/or
· an internal independent expert, being an employee of the Department of Funds and European Affairs of the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage.
The assessment shall be conducted on the basis of the checklist constituting Annex No. [6] to the Call for Proposals.  It is therefore possible for an application to be assessed by two external experts or by one external expert and one internal expert.
The experts shall perform their duties within the framework of the Expert Committee (EC) appointed by the Minister of Culture and National Heritage.
5. Each expert shall independently complete the checklist  for the substantive assessment phase. 

6. If an application is found not to meet at least one criterion assessed on a Yes/No basis , the application is not assessed under any other scored selection criteria.

7.  An application which meets all criteria assessed on a Yes/No basis is subject to assessment under all applicable selection criteria. The result of the substantive assessment of the application is the arithmetic mean of the complete assessments carried out by each expert assessing the application.

8. In the event of discrepancies between the assessments of the application carried out by two experts, i.e. where:
· one expert finds that a given criterion assessed on a Yes/No basis, where failure to meet that criterion results in a negative assessment of the application, is met, while the other expert finds that it is not met;
· the difference between the total scores awarded by the two experts under the point-based criteria exceeds 30% of the higher score;


a third external  expert is appointed to assess the application.

Where the additional expert finds that a given criterion assessed on a Yes/No basis is not met, the application is deemed not to meet that criterion and is not assessed under any scored  selection criteria.

Where the additional expert finds that a given Yes/No criterion is met, the application is deemed to meet that criterion. In such a case:

— if all other Yes/No criteria are met, the application is assessed under all applicable selection criteria;

— if at least one of the remaining Yes/No criteria is not met, the application is not assessed under the remaining selection criteria.

In the event that a third expert is appointed for the assessment, in a situation where the difference between the total scores awarded by the two experts is more than 30% of the higher score, the average score of the two closest results is taken into account as the final score of the application.

9. At the stage of substantive assessment, no clarification or correction procedure applies. Experts shall assess the project based solely on the information provided in the application and its annexes. Any missing, incomplete, or unclear information shall be interpreted to the disadvantage of the Applicant, as it is the Applicant’s responsibility to prepare complete and coherent documentation. 

10. If, during the substantive assessment, it is established that the project may not meet a formal requirement previously verified, the application shall be withdrawn from substantive assessment in order to re-examine compliance with the contested requirement. If compliance is confirmed, the Applicant shall be informed of the outcome of both the re-assessment and the substantive assessment. If compliance is not confirmed, the Applicant shall be informed only of the negative formal assessment (with the right to appeal).

11. The condition for passing the substantive assessment is meeting all Yes/No criteria (where a “No” score in at least one of the criteria results in a negative assessment of the application) and achieving at least the required score threshold, which is: 60 points (maximum score 100 points). If the project does not achieve the aforementioned score threshold, it will receive a negative assessment result. Passing the substantive assessment does not imply automated granting of funding for the project.

12. Upon completion of the substantive assessment, a ranking list of projects is created based on the number of points awarded by the experts. The ranking list will include projects (in an order depending on the number of points awarded) which:
· met all YES/NO selection criteria and achieved at least the required score threshold (successful completion of the substantive assessment),
· met all YES/NO selection criteria and did not achieve at least the required score threshold (negative assessment)
· failed to meet at least one of the YES/NO selection criteria (negative assessment)

13. In the event of obtaining the same score, the position on the list shall be decided by the tie-breaking criteria indicated from among the selection criteria. The order of the tie-breaking criteria is as follows:
· Intangible  heritage
· Partnership with partners from Donor states 
14. The results of the substantive assessment are not subject to appeal.


	Selection Committee

	1. The Selection Committee (hereinafter: SC) shall consist of: 
a representative of the Programme Operator (Chair); 
one representative of the National Heritage Institute; 
one representative of the National Institute for Museums; 
one representative of the Programme Partner – the Norwegian Directorate for Cultural Heritage; 
as observers: a representative of the National Focal Point (NFP), a representative of the Financial Mechanism Committee (FMC), and a representative of the Royal Norwegian Embassy in Poland. 
2. The SC  recommends projects for funding from among those that have successfully completed the substantive assessmen. 
3. The SC may recommend projects for funding in accordance with the ranking list or may modify the order (any change in ranking shall require written justification). 
4. The outcome of the SC’s work shall be a list of projects recommended for funding, submitted to the decision of the Minister of Culture and National Heritage.

	Grant award decision
	Grant Award Decision
1. The grant award decision shall be taken by the Minister of Culture and National Heritage, based on the recommendation of the Selection Committee (SC). 

2. If the Minister of Culture and National Heritage introduces changes to the list of projects recommended for funding approved by theSC, the SC, the Financial Mechanism Committee (FMC), the National Focal Point (NFP), and the Applicants shall be informed accordingly, together with justification. 

3. Applicants of all projects included in the ranking list shall be informed of the outcome of the assessment of their project, i.e.: 
· the award of funding for project implementation, together with the deadline for signing the project contract; or 
· the non-award of funding. 

4. If, prior to the conclusion of the project contract or the adoption of the grant award decision, the Programme Operator determines that an application selected for funding does not meet the formal requirements, it shall immediately inform the Applicant in writing and proceed in accordance with the rules set out in the section Formal assessment.


	Project contracts
	On the basis of the grant award decision, the Programme Operator shall conclude a project contract with the Beneficiary, in accordance with the template set out in Annex No. 7 to the Call for Proposals.  Before signing the agreements, the Programme Operator will assess whether the the Applicant and partners meet the requirements concerning the common values set out in Article 1.3.1 of the Regulations





	Indicative timetable

	Deadline for applications
	31 December 2026

	Assessment of applications
	January  2027 - May 2027

	Grant award decision
	May 2027

	Signing of project contracts
	June / July 2027

	Project completion date
	April 2031



	Further information, contact details for enquiries and complaint mechanism

	Further information
	Further information can be found in the following documents:
1. Regulation on the implementation of the EEA Financial Mechanism 2021–2028 (hereinafter: the Regulation); 
2. Guidelines on the selection procedure for competitive projects under the EEA Financial Mechanism 2021–2028 and the Norwegian Financial Mechanism 2021–2028; 
3. Programme Agreement for the Culture Programme.


	
	

	
	

	Contact for enquiries
	All questions concerning the call may be addressed no later than 5 working days before the deadline for submission of applications. A written response shall be provided within 7 working days after receiving the enquiry.
Answers to frequently asked questions will be published on the website of the call.


	
	Institution
	Ministry of Culture and National Heritage

	
	Name
	Department of European Funds and Affairs

	
	E-mail
	dzialanie1.eog@kultura.gov.pl

	
	Phone
	+48  22 82 93 285

	
	

	Contact for complaints
	To submit a complaint, please send it to the email address provided or click on the link below:
 dzialanie1.eog@kultura.gov.pl

	
	

	Contact with Programme Partners from the Donor States (if applicable)
	Iceland
	Norway

	
	The Icelandic Centre for Research
	Riksantikvaren

	
	rannis@rannis.is
	eeagrants@ra.no

	
	+354 515 5800
	 +47 22 94 04 00

	
	https://island.is/s/rannis
	https://www.riksantikvaren.no/en/eea-and-norway-grants/

	
	

	
	

	Annexes to the Call for Proposals
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Annex No. 7 Project Contract Template
Annex No. 8   Guidelines for Preparing Project Partnerships
Annex No. 9   Annex Templates
Annex No. 10 Guide for Applicants
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