[image: ][image: ]
	FORMAL REQUIREMENTS[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Formal Requirements are divided into formal criteria and eligibility criteria, evaluated on 0-1 (YES/NO) basis, failure to meet the criterion eliminates the project from the possibility of receiving funding.] 


	FORMAL CRITERIA


	FORMAL CRITERIA not subject to the supplementation procedure[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Failure to meet the criterion results in the application being left unexamined.] 



	NN
	Criterion name
	Criterion definition 
	Assessment method

	1.
	The application for funding was received by the Programme Operator within the deadline
	The application was received within the deadline specified in the Call for Proposals.

Verification based on the date of receipt of the application for funding via e-Doręczenia address of the Programme Operator indicated in the Call for Proposals. The criterion is considered fulfilled if the application was received within the deadline. 

	YES / NO


	2.
	The application for funding was submitted using the appropriate form 
	The subject of verification will be whether the application for funding has been signed and submitted on the application for funding form set out in Annex no. 1 to the Call for Proposals and has been signed by a person authorized to represent the Applicant. 

Verification based on the submitted application for funding.
The criterion is met when the application for funding has been submitted on the correct form and has been signed by a person authorized to represent the Applicant.

	YES / NO

	FORMAL CRITERIA subject to supplementation procedure[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Failure to meet the criterion results in a negative assessment of the application.] 



	3.
	The application form has been duly completed
	The subject of verification will be whether the application form has been filled in all the required fields.

Verification based on the submitted application for funding .
	YES / NO

	4.
	Completeness of the documentation (all mandatory annexes have been duly attached to the application for funding ) 
	The assessment will consist of verifying the completeness of the submitted documentation. It will be checked whether all mandatory annexes indicated in the List of Annexes have been attached to the application for funding (Annex No 2 to the Call for Proposals)

Verification based on the List of Annexes.
The criterion is fulfilled when all mandatory annexes are attached to the application for funding. 

	YES / NO

	ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA


	ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA not subject to the supplementation procedure[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Failure to meet the criterion results in the application being left unexamined.] 



	5.
	The Applicant and Polish partners are eligible to apply for funding

	The Applicant, Polish partner(s), are eligible to apply for funding in accordance with the Call for Proposals.

The eligibility of the Applicant, Polish partner(s) is verified on the basis of documents indicating their eligibility. 

The criterion is met if the Applicant or Polish partner(s) are eligible to apply for funding. In a situation where the Applicant is eligible, however the project includes: 
· only one Polish partner who is ineligible - the application for funding is left unconsidered (partnership with a Polish partner is mandatory),
· more than one Polish partnerand all of them are ineligible - the application is left (partnership with a Polish partner is mandatory),
· more than one Polish partnerand at least one of them is eligible, the application for funding meets the criterion.

	YES / NO

	ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA subject to supplementation procedure[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Failure to meet the criterion results in a negative assessment of the application.
] 



	6.
	The Applicant and Polish partners are not excluded from applying for funding
	It is checked whether the Applicant and Polish partner(s) have not been banned from accessing European funds on the basis of separate regulations:
· Article 207(4) of the Public Finance Act of 27 August 2009 (Journal of Laws of 2025, item 1483, as amended);
· Article 12(1)(1) of the Act of 15 June 2012 on the consequences of entrusting work to foreigners residing in the territory of the Republic of Poland contrary to the regulations (Journal of Laws of 2025, item 1567);
· Article 9(1)(2a) of the Act of 28 October 2002 on the liability of collective entities for criminal offences (Journal of Laws of 2024, item 1822, as amended)
or 
the provision of direct or indirect support from EU funds has not been prohibited under Article 1 of the Act of 13 April 2022 on special solutions for counteracting support for aggression against Ukraine and for the protection of national security (Journal of Laws of 2025, item 514).

Verification of compliance with the criterion on the basis of a statement by the Applicant and Polish partner(s). 

	YES / NO

	7. 
	The Applicant and Partners shall comply with Article 1.3.1 of the Regulation
	It is assessed whether the Applicant and Partners comply with the principles set out in Article 1.3.1 of the Regulation, i.e. human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law and respect for human rights, including the rights of persons belonging to minorities and persons with disabilities.

Verification of compliance with the criterion is carried out on the basis of declarations made by the Applicant and Partners.

The submission of the above mentioned declaration does not preclude the Programme Operator from independently verifying on the basis of publicly available information, whether the Applicant or Partner(s) have taken any discriminatory actions that are contrary to the principles set out in Article 1.3.1 of the Regulations. The Programme Operator shall, in particular, consider the adoption of an anti-immigration resolution by the Applicant or Partner to be inconsistent with these values and principles. Applicants / Partners that do not meet this criterion will not be eligible and their application will be rejected.

	YES / NO

	8.
	The project completion date does not exceed the eligibility end date for expenditure under the Programme

	It is assessed whether the project implementation schedule does not exceed the deadline for eligibility of expenditure, i.e. 30 April 2031.
 

	YES / NO

	[bookmark: _Hlk226625944]9.
	Compliance of the funding with State aid rules
	Under this criterion, it is verified whether the support applied for by the Applicant meets the conditions of state aid set out in Article 107(1) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU).

If the aid is to constitute state aid within the meaning of Article 107(1) TFEU, has its admissibility been properly indicated in accordance with the relevant EU and national legislation governing its granting, i.e.:
· Commission Regulation (EU) No 651/2014 of 17 June 2014 declaring certain categories of aid compatible with the internal market in application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty (OJ L 107, p. OJ L of 26.06.2014, p. 1, as amended),
· Regulation of the Minister of Culture and National Heritage of 11 December 2025 on the granting of state aid under the "Culture" Programme and state aid for strengthening bilateral relations between Beneficiary and Donor States under the Bilateral Cooperation Fund financed with funds from the European Economic Area Financial Mechanism for 2021–2028 and the Norwegian Financial Mechanism for 2021–2028 (Journal of Laws of the Republic of Poland of 2025, item 1808).

If the support does not constitute state aid, it is verified whether the failure to meet the conditions of state aid were properly justified.

The verification consists in checking the correctness of the information presented in the application for funding and the State Aid Test (Annex to the application for funding).
The criterion is met if the subsidy has been correctly qualified in the context of state aid regulations. 

	YES / NO
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